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RED MINER

The re-electton, albeit narrowly, of ArthurScargl}l was a victory for all NUMmllltants. However, any hopes thEt Arthur,svtctory could lead qulckiy to a change lnthe dlrection of the NUI*i leadershlp werequickly dashed at the February delegate
conference. Although talktn6 to the UD
scabs was thrown out, the decislon not to
extend the overlme ban was an lndlca on of
how far the ,,new reallsts,, alaonEst the area
leaders are growing ln influenci wlthtn theNUll, Faced wlth the Tory/Board drtve
towards prlvatlsa on ln the ionln6 months,mllltants need urgen y to taitte the
quest lon of leadershlp ln the NUM.

I4HERE NEXT FOR THE NUM?

EDITORIAL

Despl Le lhe tenaclty of the mlners the
f1on, ,""d:..lip ls in retreat and disarray,Ihe area leoderships are pulllng fn theirseparate dlrectlons to undermlne natlonal
u'rl ty. in thelr varlous ways, they are
:EisinS the white flag in the faie ofcritlsh Coal,s offensive. South Uales andScotttsh offlclals opened the door to Walsh
oy, 

.ret uslng to support ScargllI. Hldlngbehlnd rhe unlon,s federal constitution theiw1ll seek to negottate thelr own terns ilthe areas. The South yorkshlre leadershlostabbed Bentley in the back ana are noi
lryln6 to sttfle the potentlal for anhstant response to provocatlon by .ullngth6t no pickets can be sent out wlthout thEprior consent of the panel.

In the period ahead elther the torles will.
succeBd ln sDashlng the NUM as a flghtlngforce, or the mlners wlII rebulld thetistrenEth. That Arthur ScarglIl has been
re-elected does not resolve thlngs elther
way.

The Bo6rd have not only thelr publlclsedplans t or flexible worklng super plts _
Margan, Frances, Thorne, Asiordby and
Hawkhurst Moor - they have also the scab_nerders who would be wllllng to provlde the]abour force for slx dsy uorllnt, The UDlrl
would do it.

Llorst_ of all they have the yellorr, beuiesUke South Wales leader Dutfield, who havetold the Board that the NUIrt has gtven ufany prospect of or6anlsing at Mar6am and oiensuring that 1t works on the NUM,s tersrs,Both. through inslsting on flexlble shlft
w.or[]-ng arran8eDents ln lndlvldual p1ts, andthrough drlvlng ln the lred8es b€tween theareasr the Board aln to get thelr way
even tually.

Whlle the bossas have nbt baoken the NUM,
they do have the whlp hand at present. fnj
usually .they are gettlng thelr way. Theyare spolling for a flght wtth the mosimllttant sections. That is why .they have
tar8etted South yorkshire for a serles of
dlscipllnary crackdowns,

Thelr plan 1s to break the l{UM,s bargaining
Fto*er by enforclng ,,f lextble,, workinf
arranSenents. These ran6e from the re:
introduction of the brown envelope buttypayoents conroon ln South yorkshlre, t;
attempts to rallroad four shift work lng in
South wales. Obviously at the end of -thls
path Iles the goal of stx day workln6,prlvatlsed super plts wlth noi an NUi,i
nembershlp card ln slght. An ctpEted
lncreases in world coal prlces and thereallty of breaklng the NUM, would make theBrltlsh co-al lndustry a profltable enou6hprosp€ct for the prlvateers. That ls whythey are anxlous to stanp down hard tL
lmpose what they call ',nanaEeEent's rightto nanage", ThIs they have not been ableto ach leve.

Scarglll,s electlon campalgn had to be
JudSed a6arnst the tasks facin6 mllitEntmlners. The first t6sk ls to hoft the linee8alnst xaanagenent attack and a6ainst thetreacherous are6 leaders, Linked 1o thls iitl:. job of rebultdlnS the unity of the NUl,lwlthln 6nd, cructally, across the coalfleldE,1t is testixnony to the Iimlts of ScErgllltsm
that. hls vlctory advanced thls .uurZ onlynegatlvely, That is, 1t protected th;morale of the nllltants by not 1ettingt{a}sh ge t 1n.
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oughout the canpalgn Scarglll falled to
.tue for a platforn around whlch the NUM

-.dr reEroup lts forces End flght the Board.
There was ..aople rhetorluc agalnst plt
closures, A vote for Arthur was a vote
aE6lnst thero. But the tide of closures
contlnues whlle the nationa] leadershlp
k€eps qulet. There w6s lots of talk about
relnstateroent of the sEcked lads. Howeverr
the natlon6l le6ders and Scargl)l have no
p16ns for actlon to w1n back thelr Jobs.
The hated code was repeatedly denounced.
But what d1d Arthur comnlt hltlself to do ln
leadln6 o f16ht a8alnst i.t? In truth the
thousands of Dlners who went to Scarglll,s
r0€et1n8s 91111. have heard all the thlngs
they hate roundty denounced. But no neans
of f$htlnt then was advanced, beyond
votlnt Scartlll.

S1nllar).y, the campalgn advanced no platforn
around whlch to organlse agalnst those
offlclals who lre on thelr knees before the
Board, It gave the South lloles and
Scottlsh nlners the chance to shgu whlt
they thlnk of thelr leaders. It showed that
these leaders are out of touch wlth the
r.rnk and flle. But lt off€red the rank ond
flle no calL to boot out Dutfleld ond
Bolton, and thelr ttuoe servlnt henchuen. Butqt the tlne of the electlon even ln South
Yorkshlre Bentley were belng stabbed 1n th6
back. And Scarglll d1d not lntervane.

The electlon shows that 1rl 6II usys. sd by
cholce, Scar8llL renalns a prlsoner of the
NUl,l offlclal bureaucracy, He plEys by thelr
rules and w1ll not break then by organGlng
the rank and fLle a8alnst the reglonal
offlclals. He fouEht to keep hts
presldentlal se6t 6nd won. H1s left- talklng
constantly insplred the nlners wh€n they
were locked ln nortsl confllct with the
Board, the pollce and the governnent. And
that sas hportant. &rt non, rrheo ths
!lne!'s ars iors dlyld€d and roro dl the
defenslve !6alnst Dna8elent, hls loft
tallrrE, trode unlqr bureaucratlc polttlcs
have less to offer, The danger is that
.rrErs sho rsalls€ thls u{rl shh lnto
deroal lcatlqr, ard the er-sorshlpp€rs elll
tate the fact that Arthur has not dellyored
as a ners(rl for capitulatlon.
--The key battle front ln the Lrar between

Brltlsh CoaI 6nd the r0lners ls the question
of who controls the work processes in the
p1t. ana8enent are out to staup thelr
authorlty on €very aspect of the pit,s
trorkr.nEs. They are saytn8 that they wlll
declde who r^,orks, where, and how. They ane
saytng they will declde who Eets bonus
payD€nts and hotr b16 they will be. They
want to say whlch speclal conditlons wllt
r€celve speclal paynents.

They face nost reslstance at plt level. Atarea level the offlcials are cav1n6 1n, Then6tlonal }eadershlp is paralysed. - What tsneeded 1s to unlfy the plt level resistanceand Eoblllse 1t to oust the Dlslead€rs.Thls Scargill wlu not do. H1s rhetoilcabout the national lssues of pay anA itrecode are not ]inked by hln to the }oca1olsputes that are flarlng up everywhere.The danger is that mllflanis thenselveswl1l not make the llnk. As the Board gotot .:. _Ot, by plt strategy of lmposlng theircondltions, a real danger wlll -be 
an

exhaustlng round of p1t by pit battlesexprodlng, remslnlng lsolated and belng
defeated.

Overtlne bans are not enough. lle need to
w1n area and natlonal pollcles on al] thev1t6l lssues to ensure area and natlonsl
responses to local attacks. Step one 1s
orSanlsj.ng the ullltants. Informal networksexlst. tre know who to phone rhen theplckets are to Eo out. These networhs uust
be kept allve. These eleoents could beconethe key llnks ln a perEanent natlonal rank
End flle orEan lsa t1on.

ASalnst all forns of f1ex1b1e worltng, the
NUM must organLse ln every p1t to c-ontrot
the speed of work, the rate and dlstrlbutlonof bonuses, and who works where. That
orSanlsatlon nust be 1lnked across the pltsr.r1th guarantees of natlonal sottaarltyactlon agalnst v1ctlaLsatlons anlprovocatlons, Forged together wtth a clearresolve to hold the l1ne a6aj.nst
attacks,mlners can reklndle thelr confjdence
and begln to go on the offenslve.

NACODS D ISPUTE

How far the Board ls pregared to go in
lts drive towards prlvatisation is shown by
the current attacks on NACODS. The NACODS

leadership, responslble for savlng the Board
and the torles durin6 the Great Strlke have
been 61ven thelr reward - a klck in the
teeth. Not content $r1th holdinE down the
deputies' pay levels, the Board have also
reooved the NACODS uonopoly ov6r safety
work and are welcornlng UDlt gffers to do
the Job, The Board are also seehlng to
inpose new seven day rosters on the
deput Ies.

lf past record is anything to go on, the
NACoDS leader-sh lp witl move at breakneclr
speed to end the dlspute by solling out
their menbers. But tf the dlspute does
esca late it ts lDport6nt that the Board
lsnrt allowed to use divlde-and-rule tactlcs
to set NUM Denbers against the deputies.
Vlctroy over NACODS wt11 only 6dd to the
Board's resolve to take on the NUM.



Regional round up
SllUIH WATES

Miners ln South lrJales geve Arthur Scarglll
a 617 vote 1n the electlonl one of hls best
results. Otrly one of the Are6'S plts d1dn,t
glve h1D a rnaJorlty, and 8 1od6es offlclolly
nonlnated h1D, lncludlng Tower, whlch voted
by over 80% for hl.n. Such a clear vj.ctory
for Scarglll i.,as a real blow for the South
Uales executlve, who (wlth a few
exceptlons) stand dlrectly opposed to the
hls prlnclpled stand - ln partlcular over
the lssue of 6 day worklng and talhs wlth
the llDM. Although DutfleLd was able to wln
a ballot on not escalatlng the overtlroe ban
(wh6t ban?), the naJorlty of men voted for
Scargll} only a week later, At teast Arthur
ls seen as representin8 a flght agalnst
Brltlsh Coal, as opposed to Dutfle1d and Cor
who suppoit the ,hew reallsp" of the
Klnnocklte varlety, 1.e. cap1tu16 tlon,

Ian lsaac (forner secretary at St, Johns)
sumDed up the posltlon when he coro&ented
after the result, ',the masslve support for
Arthur Scargl}] from South llales nlners has
B1v€n a clear lndlcatlon that the leadershlp
are totally out of touch wlth the
oembershlp ln the coalfleld, and they should
put' theDselves up for re-elect1on," Thls
would not be before tine for the llkes of
Georte Rees, who w6s elected Genera]
Secretary back tn 1976 and hssn,t stood
since.

SCARGILL
Dur1n6 the electlon Scarglll spoke to

pached llee tlngs 1n Pontllanfralth, Trecynon
and . Pontybereo. These neetlnEs were held
wlthout the support of the Area leadershlp,
who,. even trled to prevent Scar61ll from
col[lnS lnto the coalfleld at aII. Rees, for
exadple, coeplalned that Scaigltl shouldn't
vr<lt. Cynheldre Colllery because the correct
channels hadn't been used. Thls desplte
even the oanaEeloent at the plt glvlng the
go-ahea(!

The' flrst of the electlon ne€tlnEs,
sponsored by Marlne Lodge, was attended by
around 400 nlners and wlves. After runnlng
through hls electlon PlEtforrn, lnclud1n5
sorDe useful flSures on the contlnulnE
decllne of the UDttl, Scar6ll1 was questloned
fron the floor as to how he lntended to
fl8ht Brltlsh Coal's attacks on the lndustry
and the NUI{. He had no real answer oher
than to repeat hls record versus that of
llabh. He nade no Dentlon of those plts
that 6re takln8 actlon asalnst the
lntroductlon of "flexlble" workLng and the
dlscipllnary code, and there was no call to
1lnk up all the lsolated dlsPutes currently

taklng place ln vlrually every coalfleld.
He also seened unwllllng to 61ve public
support to Tyrone O,Sullivan (Lodge
Secretary at Tower) agalnst the attacks on
hln from the area executlve for or8anising
the meeting, (Apparently lt would have
been 0K wlth Ponty if he had been a Glrent
offlc1all) Scarglll explalned that he
couldn't "lnterfere,' 1n the lnternal affalrs
of the area and refused to answer the
questlon of how to smash the code. Those
mlners looki.ng to Scarglll to gLve a lead,
both aSElnst the Board and the sell-out
merchants of the NEC, heard ]1ttle cause for
confort.

Rank OnSl File Organlse

The high vote for 5carg111 was galned inpo snalJ. p6rt by the work of th€ ,,South
lloles Comnlttee to re-elect Scarglll,', a
group of nlltt6nts dls6usted at the area
executlve's declslon not to noolnate a
candi.date 1n the electlon (the flrst uae
ever 1n the hlstory of the South Wales
NUti{). Apart from helpinE to organlse the
three electlon meetlngs, they vislted every
col11ery at least three t1ues, glvlng out
leaflets and trylng to w1n the support of
rank and flle nlners for Scarglll. As a
result, sone Lodge offlclals, ln partlcular
at Merthyr Vale, attacked then for
"1nterferLn6" 1n the affalrs of other
Lod8es, The complalnts have been taken up
by the area leadens and two of the
Commlttee's leadlng maDbers - Tyrone
O'Sulllvan of Tower and Phtl Curren of
Cynheldre - are due to appear before the
executlve. The nost Ukely fonn of
disclpllne would be bannln8 then for five
years from standlng for offlcial posltlons.
In addltlon, forty two men at Tower w6r€
threstened wlth dlsclpunary actlon by
Brltlsh Coa] for spendin8 too nuch tloe
canpal6nln6 for Scar51l1. However, thls has
been dropped nor., the electlon ls over. It's
amazlng how quickly the independent
orEanlslnS of rank and flle miners can
produce so nany shock waves throuSh th€
coa1f1eld I

r



The nlners Broad Left 6lso glayed a Dartln Scargllt,s caDpalgn 1n South W'ofes, 'f1.
fact that they had an lmpact can be seentroE the reactlon of phll Bowen, thd r18httring Lodge Secretary at Blaenant: "I beftEvethat the Broad Left 1s deterni.ned t;lnflltrate the NUll,s structures, They aretrylnt to 6aln a hold at all levets,,. 'Bowen

l:9.. b:"n an8ered by the chaltenge 
"iMllltant and Broad Left supporter, TudorParsons, for _ H.s posltlon- as' f.oJgi

Secretary. In the end Bo$ren was re-elected
W ZE7 votes to 130, Another Ulutant
supporter, Ian Isaac, 1s due for posslble
dlsclpllnary acion fron the area executlve
for hls role ln the Broad Left durbg the
electlon canpalgn,

These Job cqts h6ve tl.ven the area
Leaders serlous c6use for concern, as the
membershlp falls below IO,OOO (ev€n
1nclud1n6 opencast nlners) and South W6lesls set to lose one of lts places on the l.lEC
- Dutfleld and Rees wlll have to bat e lt
out for the one remalnln8 sea Under the
present systen thls would Dean South Wales
hEving the saDe representatlon at natlonalIevel as North Wales, wlth only ,t5O
meorbers. Surely it,s tlne to lntroduce a
card vote syster0 at NEC meetlngs, based on
area menbershlp.

ASalnst plt closures and job cuts.
Dut f leld's "reasonable,, approach of
consult6tlon talks has proved worse than
useless, The Brltlsh Co,sI bosses are free
to traNlple a]l ov€r hlD whenever thay
chqose, as the }ast Donth has shown all too
clearly, Now 1s the tlme to llnk up those
flghts that are taklnt place agalnst Job
cuts - at Abernant and Oakdale ln
partlcular - wlth the struEEles at DEny
other plts agalnst new ,,flexlble,, rorklng
pmcttces. only ln thls way can Brltlgh
Coal be stopp€d fron plcklng off plts one
by one, as lt has done so far.

Marrsm

The proposed new mlne at MarEaD seeag
a5 f6r a$ay as ever, at least for the NUll.
Brltlsh CoaI have now stated that there ls
no Buarantee that developnent w111 6o ahead
even lf six day worklng ls agreed (,,faUing
energy prlc6s"), It. seens that Britlsh Coal
were never serlous about the NUM worklng
Mar66Ei they Just used 1t as a woy of
lntroduclnE a Longer workln8 we€k lnto th€
lndustry. Dutfleld has called lilarEan a
"dead lssue". !,h11st forDally abldlng by
natlonal conference pollcy, h€ ha6 fn
prEctlce Blven up any fight fon the plt on
the NUM's terns, and says that any other
unlon has the rlght to secure the Jobs.
WhUe the l1kely frontrunner ls the TGWU,
Brltlsh Coal could be tempted by the
prospect of allowlnE the UDM a foothold ln
the coalfleld. There are stron8 runoursthat Brltlsh Steel, once lt ls prlvaHsed,
rrrlll be the ones to ffnafly begln
constructlon of the n1ne.

DAYS
NO THANKS!

N.U.M.

!'lore Closures

After nore than a year wlth no plts
closln8, February 3rd was another ElooEy
day for the coalfleld. Brltlsh Cool
announced the closure of Abernent and L6dy
Ulndsor/Abercynon, wlth the loss of l5O0
Jqbs. In addltlon, another 97 Jobs are to
be lost wlth the cLosure of llernos llashery.
Lady Ulndsor have voted not to fl6ht but
the lrashery h6ve voted unanlDousLy to
fltht, Thls announceoent folloued the
recent closure of Tredonen workshoPs, the
last workshops 1n South l{alas. The next
day Brltlsh Coal announced that Slx Bells
Colltery would be fu}ly nertcd rrlth llsrlne,
and the surface worklngs would cLose hrlth
the loss of 400 Jobs.

If these 2000 Jobs go the workforce wl1}
b€ reduced to only 8000 - a loss of over
10,000 Jobs slnce the Great Strlke, wlth the
nuDber of plts faUln8 to ten.

Blaenant has been Elven a reprleve th!.s
nonth, and Desp NavlEatlon 6nd Merthyr VaIe
facE oeetlnSs wlth Brltlsh Coal to dlscuss
tartets they were Blven }ast year,

Al1 Dutfleld could say was that these
closures would be "catastrophlc for South
WaLes". The nen at Abernant have voted to
put their plt throu6h the revlew procedure
wlth hopes that rlth large anthracltc
reserves 1t c6n be saved,

In addltlon, the rnen at Oahdale are
opposlng attenpts to close one of three
face6 at the plt, wlth the potentlal loss of
200 Jobs. They voted flve to one to oppose
the cut, Olkdale ls one of th€ nost
profltable plts ln the coalfleld, makln6
over f,5 rliu.lon proflt }ast y€ar. Yet lt ls
stlll threatened wlth partlal closure.



Y0RKSHIRE 

-ELECT I ON
Yorkshire polled 6lX for Sca.tilI,

a poor result in his porrer base. Itis ruDoured that previously nilitaDtpi.ts actual Iy shoued a r.a j or ity f orIaIsh. This is hariily surprisin8.
Ihile Scartill did the rouDd of "Jtpi.ece leet ints attended by thefaithful there uas no attetrpt by the
area Ieadeaship to do any concerted.
carpaitnint round. the pits. It rlasleft to local rank and fi ]ebulletins to aake the arguleDts.

Tbe round of strikes in the ruD up
to the election sere carefuJ. IyiSnored by the el.ection Lachine.
Scargi I I 's repeated stanal atainst 6
tlay rorking, the code etc. rints
rather hol Iou uhen rinets fighting
back atainst ratragerent are Ieft
isolated.

BEXTLEY
The three [en at Bentley uho sereat the centre of tbe dispute that

closed rost of South yorkshires ptt=
last ronth have been transferred offthe headinS denanded. by the Board.
llana8erent threatened to close thechole of the neu developtrent
corpletely uith tbe possible lois ofthree to four hundred jDhs, lt tlreLolent the headint uhere the disputearose has been closed for a lonth.

The Board have been able to
i so late Bent ley us int threats of
d j.sc j.pl inary action against pickets
they had phototraphed on the line.AII the area leadership can do ishial6 behiDd the governrent's trad.euDion laus aEd clair they can't get
invo I ved.

NACODS D I SPUTE
l.lost pits have had ltUU nerberssent hore at Ieast on l{ondays.

Bent ley aen sere sent hore f oruoatof last r,eek (Feb Ath-12th ) - aleraDatelent puttint the boot itr Ofuhat !

Although branches have said theyuiII not uork irithout IACODS relber!there is obviously no love lostbetueen the NUH aod NACODS aud.arguint for support has beendifficult. The area leadership
haven ' t he I ped by trak i nt oistatenents about the strike Ieavi.Dgit open to the l ikes of oniDoncaster Area Secretary to arguethat he uould advise his nen to sJrk
i f BACUI{ uas prepared. to do thesafety cover.

Fph 3rd- Frickley joined. thenurses str j.ke shen approached bypickets fro. local hoipitals anatook the banner on to the llakef ieldprotest line. I{iners fror Frickley(the only pit to take action) argueithat other pits should have ;oinedthe day of action. Actton isplanned for llarch 14th - ue rust notleave Frickley alone in d.ef endintour hea I th service.
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I{eanuhi Ie other disputes ovei ,the
traDaterent rs ritht to tranater ie.reduced safety IeveIs, speea ups.deciding oo and cuttint r.ork t"ai",have affected the Barnsley area uithlJistou and Kellingley 

"iltiog outover 'bonus and Barnsley I{ain oit forthree days uhen craftsren uere puton rope jobs.
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THE NHS IN CRISIS
Tbe l{HS is itr crisis. Hospitals and

beds are closeil due to lack of roneyt
chile uaitinS lists have grocn to
648, OOO. Health Author it ies have
ov€rspeDt by aD estirated e15O rillion
thia year just to keep services 8oin8.

Sral I chi ldren are suffer in8, and
ilyitrt because th€re are not enough
nurses to treat ther. Nurses, already
flootling fror the NHS due to poor pay
Bea their unsocial hours pay under
attack. ?atients are Ieft lyint in
cet beds either becatrse there aren't
enouth Durses to change theL, or there
are Do clean sheets. Operatint
theatros I ie iille rrh i le thousands
survivo the caitiDg lists on PaiD-
kiIlers-

Eefusint to leet the parents of
h6art-op child.reD, Thatcher said:
'This is not a health service in
crisisr it is doing very uell. "

Only sorebody blinal to reality could
utier this. But for Thatcher and co.
reality is very ilifferent fror that of
IIHS users. Ihether it is John l{oore's
pnouroniar or Thatcher's var i cose
veiEs, their treatreDt is Dever
cancelled, because it is aluays paiil
for.

The Tor ies announcerent of a
'uhirlsinil 16viecr of the NHS signals
the start of a trajcr attack on free
haalth care. Ev6ry plan so . far
anEounced. or leakeil by the Tories
involves sorkinS people paying lore
for health care and the bosses of the
barks and biB buiseness payinS Iess.

THE FIGHT IS ON
But the figbt to save the NHS has

been takeD up by nurses and other
healthuorkers. They have been
supported in their action by thousands
of other sorkers. Frickley riners
struck for the tlay in support on Feb
3ril anil Vauxha I I car r,orkers on
Ilerseysiale care out on th6 l{orth gest
ilay of actioB oD the loth. Thousand.s
of local authority porkers pl'an to
take action in l{anchester on the 19th
of February in auother day of actioD.

Bithout a iloubt the lead in the
fi8ht bas cor6 fror rank anil fi le
healthsorkers. The IIUPE antl COHSE
l6aalers, coDtent to relY on
consultants anal the I ikes of the
Qu6en's tyEeacolotist to lead the
fitht fo! therr have been ruaelY
arakened fror their years of slurber.
I{ou they are acake they are EorkinS.
overtirB to sabotate tbe fi8ht.

Uhat ue need is al l out strike
action, uhat the uDion leaders uant to
orSan ise are isolatedl unconnect€i
days of protest action. l.Itrost
irrediately aftel the Lond.on District
Strike Cttee. cal. led for strike actionon l{arch 15th ( budtet ilay ) , the
national leaders of COHSE called for a
'rally' and a day of 'protest' on the
14th ! If that's not a d.elibe.ate
attelpt to confuse healthuorkers and
other rorkers Eho uant to take actton
tben sbat is.

Ton Sauyer, Deputy General Secretary
of NU?E said about strike action: .A
strike is not an end in itself - it is
a treans of ilraring publ ic atteDtioD
and public syrpathyr. But as every
iiner knous 'public syrpathy never did'
any good uhen you are up agatDst au
eneEy as ruthless as the Tories-

EVERY UORKEE'S FIGHT
But it is not just the Job of ltHS

!.orkers alone to defenil the IHS. The
uhole traile union roverent should
ral ly to the fitht rrith sol idarity
action. The present bunch of unioE
Ieaders have alreaily presided over the
defeats of the liners and th6printers. They have alloueil the
Tories to tet auay Eith the virtual
sutlacint of effeetive trade uDionirt.
lie cannot allos these trai.tors to sit
back and uatch Thatcher alestroy the
NHS.

The act ion by healthuorkers has
certainly got tbe Tories oE the run.
Bbat better tire for otber Eorkers to
link their fight to ours. lliners are
curent ly faced Eith rassive pit
closures, a savage disciplioary code.
and aD atterpt to srash the NUt{ prior
to privatisation. The area and
national leaderships of the NUI{ }ike
those of NUPE and COHSE are rutDiDt
scared.

Le have the opportunity to build iO
the corint ueeks, class uide action,
uhich could reverse the tofies
ons lautht. The act i,oD byhealthsorkers has giveu the biggest
rebuff to 'neu realisn' iB years, anal
been an iDspiration tO gofkers across
the country.

Here is our chance to
Lets not uaste it

alef eat Thatcher.

by Workers Power health
workers



ABORTIOII
With the help of 35 Labour l.lP's Davld Alton
won a second readln8 for hls anti-abortlon
b111 ln January.

Support for abortlon rkhts is a

necessary psrt of the stru66le agalnst
wonens oppresslon. If wonen are to be free
snd equal neobers of soclety it ls v1tal
that we w1n the r18ht to control our own

bodles.

The bosses treat working class women as

'nothers' and horne bul1ders, thelr role as
workers has to be fi.tted around thls' Just
as the bosses fl6ht any noves by workers
to challen8e thelr control by lmPos1n8 laws
throu8h thelr stEte and rules ln thelr
workplaces, the state, backed by ooral
ar8uments fron the church, seeks control
over wonens fertlUty. Abortlon rishts are
not a matter of lndlvldual consclence -
they are a class issue and as such must be

fou8ht for by the organlsed $rorklnS class -
r.romen and men.

The A1ton 8111 ts the latest ln a serles
of attacks on the 1967 Abortlon Act. The
167 Act has severe llmltations In that the

dectslon as to whether or not a wonwn has

an abortlon renalns t*lth the nedical
professlon, and that health authorltles do

not have to provlde faclllt1es for NHS

abortlons. However the '67 Act was a steP
forward fron the horrors of back street
abortlons and has enabled ltrany wonen to
obtatn a safe, le8al 6bort1on, lf not always
free. Less than half of all abortlons are

done on the NHS.

The extenslon of abortlon r8hts
requires the provislon of NHS facllltles to
mee t. the need. Thls ls only part of a
serles of demands we must nake to ensuae
th6 t wonen have real choice and control
over lhelr own bodles.We need free and
early preSnancy testinS, better
contraceptlve advlce, irDproved naternlty 6nd
anle-natal care, access to nodern fertll1ty
techniques for woaen who have dlfflculty ln
concelvinS and for free chlldcare fac111tles
to enable wonen to choose to contlnue
workin8 ire must Ilnk thls to the stru88le
of the health workers ln the NHS and to the
strugSles of worklng h,oloen to lmProye
conditlons 1n thelr workplaces.

Prevlous attacks on the '67 Act by 6ntt-
abortlonlsts have brouSht the issue of
aborti.on r ights flrraly onto the agenda of
trade ,rnlons. Many have a po1lcy of free
abortlon on denand, a woman's r18ht o
choose In 1979 the TUC calLed a masslve
denonstration a8alnst res trlctive
legisistlon in the fiEht a8alnst the Corrle
Brll The TUC has already 8lven lts suPPort
tor the natlonal demonstratlon called by
the Fl8ht AIton's B1I1 camPalsn on l9th
March and we must now ensure that thls
support ls rnobilised lnto a nassive trade
union presence on the day. But we nust not
jusr wsrt for the unlon bureaucrats to act.
rank and file me!0bers nust take the
argunents for abortion r18hts lnto thelr
workplaces

ln Yorkshire supPort for the Fl8ht Alton
BiI.l campaign has been passed by a nunber
of branches and by the Yorkshlre Area, Thts
support needs to be to be bu1lt lnto action
wlth mlners, thelr fam1l1es and branch
banners out on the denonstratlon on the
19 th. March,

0uft
r Stop Alton's Bill

* For a tlom6n's ri8ht to choose'

* For free abortlon on denand'

Wonen wlth noneY have
to pay for abortlons from
If abortions are fur ther
be worhtnS class woDen
nost af fected

aluays been abLe
prlvate doctors.

retrlcted 1t will
who wl}} be the

sqD/is
The key to vlctory a8alnst Alton lIes ln i Ar,r\

oobillslng worklnS class women and oen' , UUI(
However we cannot slnply restrlct ourselves l,iLfs
to defendlnS the '67 Act' For many $orklnS
class wonen wlthout the lreans to Pay thls
1s cal11n8 for the defence of sonethtn6
that does not exlst. Only free abortlon on

deoand Eeets our needs,
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Debate:
we pubtish here a letter by
Dave Douglass in response
to our review article ln Red
Mlner No19 on A J Cook.
We also prlnt Mark
Hosklsson's reply to his
crltlclsm. The debate
centres on lundamenial
questlons tor
tevolutlonaries concernlng
the nature of trade unions
and the revolutlonary pafty

not as complimenta4/ but as contradic-
tory. This is why in esssnce you st€.nd
not only out with tle N(lM but out with
the miners, even the militant miners, aa
a whole.

In all of this it is you who come closest
to 19th century anarcho-syndicalist
opposition t trade unionism. Indeed the
modern---syndicalieta have a much bet-
ter grasp ofthe rank and file role oftrade
unionists and trade union struggle than
you do. You come close to the situation-
ist, 'lVorker Oppositionist' trend which
seeE trade unione aa the enemy of the
working clasa which must be bl'okeu. At
a time when trade unions as the last
bastion of class etruggle defence, are
fighting for their very exi8tence such

eimultaneoue attacks show that the
philoeophical underpinninge are an/i-
unrhing cl.a.se, for ihere really is no de-
fence of the claas in abstraat.

Which brings us to thia word syndical-
ism. It has become a trend, among
groups like yourself to use the word
syndicalism a.e meaning trade union-
ism, or trade union sectionalism, It ie a
sryle borrowed or imported from the
USd where many militants, because of
the Etrong European working class

influence, used that word in its literal
French sense. However, ite use in Eng-
Iish debate has alwaye implicitly meant
anarcho-syndicalism which means far
more than that US usage impliee. It robs
the word ofit's politicol meaning.

The slmdicalista do not by and large
believe in traditional trade union
struggle to smash capitalism, more
importantly they do not belreve in the
'dictatorship of the proletariat'. Both
Arthurs did believe (do believe in the
caae of Scargill) in the necesgity of a
.xorkers' stat€. To call either of them
Eyndicalist iejust plain wrong. You may
have made euch a fetish ofthe part5r that
you actually now 8ee no difference be-
tween the meana of bringing arornd
sosialism (i.e. the organs by which the
workerg move to raise claas conscious-
ness, mobilise the cla.ee for itself to
smash the capitalist state) and the en4
that is the conatruction of a workerr'
stat!.

You automatically now assune that if
one does not embrace any of the multi.
variety of revol utionary lea.dershipe,
and seeka to advance the clasa etruggle
rhrough other organa, i.e. unione in
struggle, communitiea in struggle, or
any other centre ofreaistance, t}ten ipso
fdato yo:u are a srmdicalist. However
there i8 no god given writ that .ays the
worker8 rn usrjoin a r€yolutionary party,
even a good one, ilr order to carqr
through a euccessful aocialiet revolu-
hion, and conEtruct a sociali8t stste,
Marx eays the only pre-condition for
socialism is the exietence ofthe worLing
clase!

Its our experience, comrade8, that the
miners' union(e) and their Chartist

The party
and the unions
'll /f "* Hoalcsson in his review of
lV I c""k (Paul Daviee) underlineg
I Y I not aimply my difference with
you but, I believe, your total lack of
undaratanding d ths miners and their
union (MFEM.IUM). The central fea-
ture ofour union in our iivea over ar least
two conturies, the 8truggle ta Bursive i n
E century and a half of gory camage
un&rground and ruthless oppression
above ground, cauaed ue as a people (the
mairrif of,ninere are miaers ofgeneta-
tion upon generation) to see the MFGB
and the NIIM aa the instrument of our
very physicsl €xistance and the welfare
of orr familiea, arrd at timea the means
by which we prosecuted the political
cauae of our kind and the claes a.s a
whole.

the miners'union stands, and has
ated at t}te vory centre of the mining
cmmunitiee, from eradle to inquest.
Yee, we have fought to win i! to more
radical and even revolutionary politice.
At timqr we have cbaracterieed the un-
ion ar revolutionaor. At othor time! we,
alctg with the reEt of the class, have
fallen to reformism and parliamentari-
anirm, and that ha! been a feature of a
decr& cr of an area, But wherEas the
ranl and file eee their involvement ae
being winrring the union, altering the
atnrtue, redirccting its aimc, you aee
the union in contradistinction to the
rank and file. lhie ir why your call for
rank and file organieatione is alwaye
misunderstood by rank and filere. Tire
rniners want euch bodiee to impel the
ainerC union, cenbalise a thrust in thisq tha! directioo within ths minerE,
unim, whereaa you coaEagt auch bodiee ners at aboul the rest ot the worklng ct
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lounilera irid forprunnerg have st-ood
hcad and ehoulders above moet of the
rclfnamed lea&rehips in political par-
ties, in orienting and directing the class
ag a whole over a century of bitter
ltru8gle. In this contaxt, iE it any won-
dor that Cook, aye and Arthur now, put
high premium on the gurvival of the
minoro union, not eimply as a meane of
relf defence for a narrow group if you
Uke, but aa a vanguard aector ofthe claes
as a whole? It ie al8o for thi s reason that
following perio& of bitt€r retrcat (and I
nean in human term8 bitter) defeats for
the miners following their betrayal by
othea sect rs of the working class, or
more precieely by their leadere, that we
had then to eonrolidate our position as
an cgani8ati on.

f,that ahould we do then, hail a defeat
by cutting our own thmats? Romanti-
caUy &ht to tho lsEt miner, and give the
ruling claao what it haa wanted for cen.
turier? No way, not Beially, not politi-
cally.

lte rurvival of thie union is not sim-
ply the aurwival of some adminietrative
olpuiaation a! you alway8 s6e it, it iB
the rurvival ofthe mineru ai the Bharp
ond of rtruggle, the tradition of what
clane conrioustresa actually meane. Of
couree Cook sought to consolidate, get
fara jee an incqne after a year of depri-
vation (which it was in Durham, in
Ncthumberland and other places). We
haw, i t iE tru€, tri ed pri nci pal ly to do the
rame now, but the atata, ee€ing us down
to 100,0O0 membera ie alter thejugular
and there is no c@promise with the
board available, even suppoee we could
find one.

Nothing short ofthe total elimination
ofcoal mining in Britairr is on the cards,
not becauso aome privatieed collieries
couldnt make profits, but that it is now
obvioro to the stat€ that the NUM woul d
trerive privatisstion, and that at any
c{t! is not permissible. Not becauee we
cumand a grut strategic role, but
bccaure our leaderrhip, our traditions
end our influence ie an ember too bright
to be left uaextinguiahed" We might not
bc able to start a bonfirc by oureelvee
lny mole but we aro eure enough the
,part that could and can start the prai-
rio ffre. Could it not be eaid thon ihat
thcre is more revolutionary inEpiration
in tbc NIIM than in Workere Power?

I\te, we do tend to ignore advice from
*lf atyled political leedera. you citc
QoHr tetrsaf, tom the CPGB, indeed
an outfit that call€d for all power to the
Qcwal Cowlcil and got it! What did wc
gat? Eight days of support. That is why
we opposed th€ slogan ther; and we
oppod 3o4r version of it in 1994. We
rere for generaliaed etrikeg but to cell
on the TUC to call a general gtriLe was
rn ipult to our collecdve memcrny and
not jult ttrs minere, but t}re Eilliona of
nrkers who wish to Etand out for an end

to capitalism.
Cook had never any faith in Thomaa,

He did have in the railwaymen in '21.. By
26 when ltomas 8at on the General
Council of the TUC he had no faith in
that body. Not surprieingly he rejected
the 'leadership'ofthe CPGB who called
for the runningofour action to be placed
in the TUC'g han&. IIe was correct waa
he not? Bythe way, Ben Tillett who Coot
corrnter-attacked aros a syndicalist, al-
though you it seeme cannot distinguieh
them. Although to be honeet Tillett from
fiery beginningr betrayed his ayndical-
ist beliefs, and it would be wrong to
charactarise the small but valuable
contribution of British eyndicaliste by
that man.

In ehort comradee, Cook, as all class
conrious miner8 s'ill tell you was a hero
ofour class and a champion of the min-
ers. Hie lack of a political party ofends

your view of claas atruggle. You have it
seems come to a point where unless one
embraces your view that there is some
fundamental law that n€ces3itateg the
workers organising along one political
track, i.e. the constnrction ofrlz revolu-
tionary party, then we, and those we
lead, no matter in how principled a fash-
ion, or even victoriously, are speaking a
kind ofclass hereey.I happen to believe,
as Cook believed, that the class it€elf
will determine how it shall fight,
thmugh what organs, reconstmcting
hert, abaodoning there, but always de-
termining it's own responee to the clasa
war. No eaviours from on high delivey'
etc, eta.

Revolutionary greetinga

David Douglaas
Induetrial unionist^larxist

\IlIe
rePt5z

Despite claiming that our attitude to
Cook expoe€s the deep diflerences be-
tween Workere Power and himeelf, very
Iittle ofDave Douglars'lett€r to us actu-
ally deale with eithsr the R.ed. Mircr
article on Cook ot the man himself. The
main point of Dave's argument ia that
we are wTong on the quesclon of the
!arq/.

To justify hie accusation that we fet.
ishise the party Dave appears to reject
the need for a revolutionarjr party a.lto-
gethar. Th6re i8 no God-given writ, that
aays a party is neceeeary for a socialist
revolution, claims Dave. There is, how-
ever, the hi etorical erperience ofa whole
geriee of revoluti onarSr situations which
repay examination. In Ruesia in 191?
the Oqtobsr Revolution was led bv the
Bolsheyik Parqr, a revolutionary party
made up of thousands of workins clase
fightera united around a cleai pro-
gramme of action for working class
power. T'he sovietE (the workers coun-
cils) did not and could not, on their own,
overthrow the bourgeois goyernment
and introduce aocialist measureE. The
soviets armed with the Bolshevik pro-
gramme could and did.

On the other hand, in Germany in
191M9. a revolutionary situation ex-
isted, a8 did so'yiets. Yet the rcvolution
was &feated, Wh/ Becauee there war
no oquivdant to the Bolehevik party
capqHe €f prev€nting the betrayat of
that Evslution hr ths reforrnists. Lux-
emburg and the lefts who founded a
Communi8t Party had not long split

from the right wing and had notyet builr
a solid party.

Nor was euccaas in Russia and lailure
in Germaay just a fluke occurrence. the
patt€rn of defeats ha8 been repeated
many time8 Bince then--Spain between
1936 and 1939, Italy 1943, Chile t9ZB,
Iran 1979. In each cage the path t so-
cialism has been blocked and the partiee
of ($unter-revolution have triumphed.
No partiea able or prepared to ta.Le on
and destroy the partiea ofcounter-rcvc
lution and lead the h."e organiaations of
the workers in a struggle for power ex-
iated. And, more recently, the impor-
tance ofa revolutionary party wa8 posed
in the 1984,/85 minere, strike. Theiero-
ism of the NUM membere, the militancy
ofthejr trade unionism, wae not enougl
to defeat a ruthless political enemy.

The caee ofthe NUM really does show
why a party alone ie necesEa4/, not only
to carry through a socialist revolution
but even to win a Bdor Btrike against a
govemment in the role of employer. The
Tories had prepared for a ahowdown by
co-ordi nating the police into a brutal but
effective picket busting squad on a na-
tional scale, by piling up coal etocks, by
ErafflorEing power ststions Bo that
they couJd work on oil, by putting in
pl ace a whole ba ttery ofan ti -union le-gi s _

lahon. ln other words they used their
polrhcal power to increa8e their chance
of victory. This preparation required a
political anewer. The issue was a.bout a
lot more than pit closures. Itre anti-
union lawe affect every worker. In order
t have won thoee workera to Bupport
the minere in action it was necedr5r to
do more th an j uEt re peat that the miners
were fightingfor the whole class, true as
that waa. It wao neceasary to prove tol
the whole clasE that they had a direct
intereet in fighting for the minerE. Thia
wag not done except on a sporadic baaie
and largely as a result ofthe acri yihes of
rank and file milrtants.



A tr., i. union or even aD induaFial
uuiri , ,'ni.h vJe are in favour ofl organ-
is.:s dit iiie work '-c of a given trade or
rndustry, except Jl)M style scabher-
ders, irrespeci: r oi ilcir political
!'iew8. It can do ti .. 8 because the basie of
trade unionism ;, a etruggle-some-
tines based on r-,iliLlr,l actioi, eome-

times on modet r;t' ne6;odrriion*for
better pay and condit.ong w-icirin capi.
talism. Despitt ihe clauses rrr many
uaioa conetitutions in favour of the
abolition of capi ta.ll sr!, , p..li6cs are gen.
erally left to the Labour Prrrty. T'trc

overwhelming coocerns oi a 'rode union
are the secf,ional coucemE of their
rnembers, not the rnt€restE of the whole
claas. It'is precilely to tranecend thia
inherent secbionLiism of trade union-
iED that a revolutionarY PartY ia
needed.

Ttre bosese time and again have ex'
ploitad the wea}-rieseee that come with
oectionaliem. They did it in the min€E'
atriks when the;' eneured that TGWU
drivere were bribed to sc8b. And the
1GWU, haviag ita own sectional inter'
ests at heart and de8perate to hold on to
mernberq would not disciPline the
acabs, The Tories have exPloited the
rectionalism of the unions by takiog on
gtoupo of workers seParately. From the
eteel strihe of1980 through to the print
BErik€ tbat marked the end of1986, the

Tories took on section after section of
workere and won, because they kept
each of tho8e Eections isolated from the
othelg. How did they get away with it?
By exploiting the inherent divisions of
pure trade unioniam.

How do we tralecend thig narrow and
dirisive sectionalism? This is where a
revolutronary party comes in. Unlike
the unions it doeg not have members of
,ifferent political persuaeions. lt i8
made up of workers who put their loy-
alty to the whole working class above
their sectional interests. They are the
people who wiu agitate in a miners'
strike for the support of dockers', in a
nwsee'etrike for the support ofminera
and so on. They are people unitcd by
their political views, by a programme of
action for the whole working class irre-
spective of eectional (or indeed racial
and eerual) difrerencee.

No matter how radical and militant
the NUM iB it c.nnot and should not
seek t beclme a partJ.. lt should ssek to
transcend sectionalism (and has one of
the best records in doing so though it i8
not immune Fom the narrow minded
and bureaucatic gectionaligm that ie all
too bypicsl inside the uniona aa was
oroved when even the wiveg'movement
was denied representation in the un-
ion). However, as a miners'union it
cannot, unlike a party, embrace mili'

tsnts ftom all sections of the working
class in ils ranks.

During the 198,V85 strike many mili
tants said to us 'we don't need a party,
we've got the NUI\B. Our response
was-how do carworkers, printers,
dockere, unemployedyouth et, et, join
up and what has a mining union got to
offer them? The queation shows quite
clearly the difference between a union
baeed and a politically based organisa-
tion. Only an organisation for the whole
clags can unitc workers from a variety of
unions (and from the great m&ss of the
unorganised) in the struggle for social-
ism.

Of course we do not countarpose the
party to the organisations of struggle
that the working cla88 itself qreatas-be
they unione, workers' counsile or what-
ever. But those organisations in them-
selves are battlegroun& for different
political ideaa. The Labour Party and
the Communist Psrty will seektD demo-
bilise the revolutionary potential of
such bodiee. the spontaneoua militancy
of those bodies----aa the wiveg' move-
ment in the strike revealed-je not
enough ofa protection againrt rnislead'
ership. The rnieleaders need to be

openly fought. For that task a political
party ia vitally neceaaary.

lronically Dave recognisea the need
for a party-at least ir the 8en8e of a
militant nucleua inEide the class--de-
spite his attack on the very ide& The

oroblem ig that he calle the party the
ivUM (and before that the MFGB).
Dave says:

'It ia our experienca comrades that
the miner8 union(8) and their Chartist
foundere and forerunnere have ssrved
the interesta not only 6f the minere, but
have etood head and shouldere above

most of the eelf-named leadershipe in
political parties, in orienting and direct-
i ng the class as a whole over a century of
bitter BtrugBle.'

The miners are, and have been in key
perioda ofclass atruggle, a heroic van'
susrd of the whole working class. But
ihey are not the only section ofworkers
who have led strugglea for the whole
clae8. ln the late ninet€enth century
while the miners were being kept quiet
by their Liberal aupporting leadera, i!
was the great masa ofunskilled worke rs
who fought t build the new unions and
who led the way for the whol€ cla8E, And
after World War Two when the miners'
'leaders accepted lousy pay deals in
exchange for nationalisation, it was the
dockere who repeatadly Bt@d in the
vanguard of the clasa in the battles
againet Atlee.

firese examplee do not in anY waY

detract from the heroism of the miners.
They merely prove that Dave's id..a th at
the miners' union is the organisalion (in

fact a tlpe of partJr) that acte on behajf
of the whole working class is wrong and
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During the 1984185 strike many nilitants sai.d to us,we
d,on't need a party, we'ue got the NUly[,. 1ur response
was4ow do carutorkers, printers, dochtrs, unimployed
youth etc, ttc, join up and what hw a mining uniin got to
offerthm?

tioa, is necessaD, to ggt a worksr8, stat .lte cynd-(8.ljet on the other hand be-
lievea (in line with his/her belief that
the UrioD is a parqr) thct trads union
aation (at it8 mo€t militant the general
etrike) ig gu$sient to ovsrtlltrow capi-
talisu.

Dave is right to say the NUItfc life ie
on the line. We are 100% in favour ofthe
defence of the NUM. Any miner io any
of the are-as *here we have branchee
tnows that. And we never have been in
favour oflomantically' fighti ng on aftar
a defsat. But iti6 not ur who are helping
dekoy the NUM. It ia the new rea]je6
in ths areas who are preaiding over the
desEuction ofthe uniur by their refusal
tofight tho continuing prcgfamto6 ofpit
cleuros by any Doanr otler than cam.
paign6 to win ovor lublic einion,.

It ir thersfore inrulting noru.DlG to
accua€ us, as Dave does, of being .anti-
rorking clasr' and of amring thaq

Tiade unione [are] ai enJmy of t]rc
working class which mugt be broken.,
. Whcre do we ray that Dave? trYankly,

that ir an afront to our coErados in a
whole apehuro of unione, including
thoe who arc currsntly figiing to lave
the }IHS and are working arofud th"clcl to Ecruit RCN nur8o! to grnuine
had€ unioru. W-h.Bt you rcally dtsct torr t.Iro fact tbat we beli€ve the trade
unim bureawracy ie an obctacle which
must b€ broken. We will not rofeat 6re
inch on that. We believe that Noruan
YiE", n- Todd, Alan TrrfEn, ye and
tfie bur.aucracy th.st runs the NUM,
rre diatinct from tle ran.k and file. They
g€t bett€r wagee, woking cqrditjone

view of a rank and file movement w.ith
the ulEa left ideas ofbreaking fiom the
umon8 that aome of the comrades in the
Dr€c-t Action Movement (an organisa-
hon-that your name is assriated with)
are fond of arguing for.

Finally, to deal with thc pointe Dave
actually raiE€8 about the article we
wrot€ on Cook. Again Dave is guilty of
djtorting what we aay. He says we are
efl€chv-ely a4quoing Cook of,speaking a
kind of_ claag hercs/. No we'don,t iy
thie. We eay that deEpit€ hie vacilla-
Uona Cook remained a loyal and elo-
qu6nt 'advcat€ of the mirere, cau8e,.
We will not allow his poaitive contribu_
tione, to blind ug to hie very real mie_
tahea and we an not afi.aid ofcri tisi si ng
f.Iro6e pistakes openly and honeatlylLT:y:" *" are not a&aid of open)y
criticiaing ScrrgiU. No leader, no mat-
ter how left wing, ia above criticism.
Unls8s what Dav6 ie aayi ng ie that Cook
artd Scargill are incapable of making
mistakeq we camot see how our qrih_
cisme of both men can be viewed as
anything other than hon eEt exprcssionE
cd orrr opinion within the norms ofwork_
err' democrracy.

On the 1926 Etrike, you imply that we
support the CPGB,s [ne of ,ill power to
the General Counqil of the TUC, you
say that our call on the TUC to launch a
general sEike in lg8,g85 is the same as
the CPGB rlogan and you ercuee Cook
.f 8ry responsibility for the defeat that
ecurred in 1926. You are wrong on each

r#i,Iffi.H'"X?":H&;I*;
our Journals you will find a detailed

dangerouir.lhe miners' union ig necsg-
earily an exclusive organieation (rou
rightly have to b€ I miaer to join it). An
organi sation that Eerves the whole clas!
muat be ar inclusive organioa'tion-q
revolutionarJr party. Decpite Dave'B
objection to our u8e ofthe tarE Eytrdicsl-
i et, by portral ng the NIIM a-e a part5r he
ma&es t}re elassic almdicaliat mistahe.
He reognieee the need for a van-
guard---a mibtEnt Ddnority-but be-
lieve tltat it can tre organiE€d on a
pulely trad€ union bagie. Moreover
being a syndicalist and believing in a
workera' stat€ aro not incoEpatible as
f)ave euggeets. The djfferonce botween
a revol utiona4r comm uni a r rin d a cyndi -
caliEt is that we beliove rhat political
action, up to a: rd including an ineurrec-

and perks than the rank and file. Their
whole political life ie centred around
maintaining eocial peaae with the em-
ployera{c goodneae sake, look at
what Mck Murphy and the eo called left
winger Jimmy Airtie are up to in Fords
if you do not believe ue. To fight these
traitorE in our midst, and to convince
the rank and file that they ehould not
rrly on left wing individualein the lead-
ership, like Scargill, to solve all the
probleme, we are for organising the
r&nk and file into a movement that can
turn the trade uniona into claes struggle
unions. We will not tell the rank and file
to leave i t up to left officialE-remember
Dave, in the worde from the Interna-
tionale thatyou quote No eaviours Aom
oa high to deliverr. So dont equate our

criticigm of the CPGB'g attitude to-
wards the TUC, particularly its lett
reformist wing. We think their elogans
put tlo much faith in the left wingera
and disarmed the rant and file when
thooe left wingera, like Hicks and
Purcell, betrayed the miners.

Our call for the TUC to launcb a
general strike in t98j/85 did not in_
cJude a call to give them any pow€r ov6r
that Etrike. On the contrary, we crn-
sta.ntly argued for ranl and file councilE
of action between workers in struggle
(the minere and t}re dockere, the minirr
and the rail workers who took action
etc) as the bodies that ehould control a
strike. And we fought at a rank and file
tevel to Eprcad the minerd etrike. We
never-eaid wsjt for the TUC. Horvever,
we believed that the TUC nee&d to be
confronted. Ifthe NUM had confronted
the TUC and demanded Eupport in th€
form of the general gtrike it'would haye
strengthened the han d ofevery mi I itant
tighhng in the workplaces for general-
iEed stri}es. In the event tho NIJM did a
rotten deal with the TUC in S€pembcr
1984 which gave the TUC ccriml over
all eolidarity action and gave th6 NUM
the worthlee€, paper Eupport of th€
TUC. We krtow what that meant inpractice-betrayal. Arthur Scargill
welcomed that deal publicly. Our head_
llne-tlr€ week after it wa.E tsewerc tbe
TUC. Who was right Davc?

Finally, as to Cook,8 rolo in 1926, it
vaa him and Smith, not the CpGB, who
actually hand€d control of negotiations
to.the TUC. That is not a iatter of
opinion. Itis a fact. Andit was C@k who
conducted nogotiations r'ith individual
capitaliete, witbout the union,e knowl-
etge, in a bid to achieve a compromise
ttrat wae no different to t}te one the TUC
had originslly put forward. Ttre book we
reviewed. containe t}re deumentartrr
proof of thia. And it was CooL" not the
CPGRT who conclu&d the ,June pacf,
with the TUC whereby all criticism oftheir terribl e betrayal (incl u ding Cook,s
pamphlet Nine Dayg, which wi with-
dr_awn from circulation) wag eilenced.q ?ur"! thie was coupled with er.
amplee of heroism and gelf aacrific€ on
Uook'e part. We respect thoee examples.
tlut they do not blind us to hl" funa.u_
mental political miotakes, ones that
nowea,precisely fiom his eectionalism,
hr I i na.bi li ty to transcend m ili tan t rrade
ldo3*. That inability me8rt he re_
fused ta breal witi the bureaucraqr at
the deciEive moment. Ttre danger ie ihat
the-aame political weaknees-will lead
Arthur Scargill to a similar fat€. The
etrugg,le to build a revolutionary pargr
capable of rallying militants to; cla;
wldj 

-Etrat4ry for defeating the boeaeo
and,the fifth colurtn in oui own ranl<s,
,", lh"Tfo.*: part and parcel of saving
and rebuilding the NUM, not aome-
lhlng counterposed to that tesk_



WETERE WE STAD{D

Bed Mtner
TIE Rcd Minzr is produced by members and
8upport€rs of Workers Power. Workers Power
ia a revol;rtionary organisation fighling to
build a new revolutionary parLy to overthrow
capitalism ' at home and abroad.

rmmlgraLron controls, fascism,
anon agalnst and oppresion
lesbians. gay men or black people.

The oppressed

We suppon all struggles by people oppress€d by
rhe bosses of Britain, America, France. Italvand the other capitalist (imperialigi)
countries lmmediately in Britain this meane
rl,e support the right of the kish people as a
whoie (not.;ust those in the No*h) to determine
the fate of rherr country. We unconditionally
support the republicans and socialists G
Ireland fightrng for thie right and demand the
rmmediate withdrawal of all Bri tish troops
from lreland.

of
discrimrn-

women.

\Yorkero' etruggles

We. support all workers' struggles against the
boeses. We fight to turn all struggles into
conscious anti-capitalist struggles.

Reformisn
Tte trade union and l,abour leaders believe
capitalism can be reformed, made bett€r, but
they do not aim lo overthrow capitalism. They
act as go-betweens for the bosses with the
workers. Er,en militant leaders limit their
ttruggle ta the fight for gains within
capitalism. For tlis reason we are for building
rank and file movements politicalli
independent of the bureaucracy and committed
to transforming the unions into democratic,
class struggle unions.

Rsvolutionary Party
A revolutionary party will be a workers' party,
a party that, built in stuggle, can learn and
pa6s on -the lessons of the 1984-5 strike and
other struggles. We stand for miners taking
their place in the front ranks of building such a
party as they did in the 1920's. Only by
building a new revolutionary party can we
creatc the class army that can fight and destroy
the stinking capitalist syst€m ihat !hreatens us
with always having to fight to protect our.;obs,
cuditions and organisaLions.

Iaternationaliem
We are committed to fighting capitalism
intemationally. We strive to build an
intemational organisation of revo)u tionary
parties. (Workers Power works with Irish,
German, French, Austrian and Chilean
revolutionaries in the )lovement lor a
fuvolutionary Communist InLernaticnal r In
particuJar we frght nationalist solutions to the
crisis put forward by reformists like cails for
import controls. Such demands mere)y divide
the working class.

Divieions
We fuht all divisions in the workrng class.
Divieions are fostered by the bosses to weaken
us. We are implacably opposed to racism,

WorkerE'states

The USS& Eastern Europe, etr are worker-s'
sLat€s. Capitalism hae been abolished.
However, in each of thes€ statee a bureaucracy,
based on the Stalinist Communist Partias,
holds political power. This situation amse out
of the int€rnational isolation of the Russian
Revolution in the 1920'g. The revolution
degenerated at the hands of the bureaucracy
headed by Stalin. The other workere'statei
were degenerate from birth in that they were
creat€d in the bureaucratic image of the USSR.

Therefore we call for a political revolution
in all of these states to overthrow the
bureaucracy and realise the firll potential ofthese non-capitalist economies through
democratic planning. At the same time, in
order to preserve the gain for the working class
represented by these economies, we defend the
IISSR and degenerate workers' states
unconditionally against imperialism which,
through war, will seek to re-intmduce
capitalism in these countries.

Overthrow capitali6m
The revoiutionary party we seek to build will
have as ils strategic goal the overthrow of
caprtalism by workers organised into
workers councils and armed so as to defeat the
pclice and army that the bosses have used, andwill use again, against us. We are for a
socialist society in which all property is in the
hands of the workers' state and all production
is directed towards the meeting of human need,
nor. sarisfoing the profit greed of the capitalists.
We stand on the old slogan of Karl Marx:
rrYorkers of the world unite.
You have nothing to lose but your chaia6,
and a s'orld to winl

I


