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RED MINER
EDITORTAL

ARTHUR SCARGI rS DECISION to stard forrc-elecdon in Heabfield, ar a meedng in Yorkshire, said rhar 'Arthllr Scsgi[
tlE NUM preseols an oppornmity to rebuff the claims from is a loyal servant of the Na$onal Executiye'. enO ttrar is ttre
every qusrEr tlar the NUM now favours 'new realism'. John majorflaw in Scargill'spotitics. He has rcfused to break with the
Walsh,ScsgiU's op,Ponent is a horough-going new realist No Execudve, appeal over freir heads rc Ule membership, and
miner shouldvoteforhim. ButnGshouldminers vote forArthrr rctively organise those militants who want to fighr Even his
Scargill in the belieftathisrp-election in and ofitselfwill solve resignarion, whileobviously giving him the chanci to campaign
the problems frcing than. fcn hispolicies amongstthe-nrimbeiship, remains a bureauiraic

Walsh's campaigning slogan is 'negotiation not coofroota- maneuvre !o safeguard his position on the Execudve.
tion'. Anyone who looks at his record wiu realise that his slogan At the recent s o Davies memorial lecrure in South wales,
should rcalll be 'sell-out not so'uggle'. One of the leading Scargill made one of his most lefr wing speeches for many
Yo*shirc olficials b qpose the stand of the Cstonwood months. Hedenounced trade union leaderiwho duringthe Grear
miners which sarted thecreatstrite, he has done oothing since Strike 'betrayed $c miners by accepting deliveries 

-of 
foreign

the-end of thestrike to fight pit closures in Nonh Yorkshire. coatand oil,ind actively encouraged theii members obreakour
Without a doubt waish is, in fiis election, the candidate of picket lines'. He alracked the 'ntw realism' of Des Dutlield as

Haslam, Lynt and Thatcher. iabsolute nmsense' and st red that ,only direct actionjnclud-
However, as any miner lnows, the main opponenB ofscargill ing indusdal action---{an halt the utter destruction of those

on the Executive, and the leaders ofthe retreat in the NUM, have basic institutions such as leNHSor, indeed, thecoal industry,.
notbeeo tprightwilgbutScugill's old allies in the Broadl€fl We cenainly agree with many of the drings Scargiu has said

Des Dufield ard tbe South Yales leadenhip have been over fte last 
-n.,onrts 

in favour of industrLl actiin. But the
leading rhe-campaign to inEoduc€ six day working in the qwsdon we ask of Scargill is this: how do you propose 19 gea
celfields' George Bolon, Eric Clarte and the scottish leader- industrial action when the union leadenhip is sirriird ful -of
shiplnve presided over the massacre ofirbs in their area to the 'new rcalists'? The National Executive meeting where Scargi[
level where there are now less 0lan 3J00 miners north of the annourrced his resignadon refused toeven call a special delegitebordef. conference !o discuss Ure situation in rhe pits. Onty the rantinO

The resPonse of the.se gentlernea has shown exactty how file minen organised in a rant and file rirovement can ha.lt the
cowardly and tserhemus llry really are. Dutfield has gone Board ard he right in the NUM.

the NUM's moley, in an afiemPt to , . _ in favour of orfanising the rank and
get rhe elccrim' catted otr wtrite Peter Heathffeld , at a meeting ni". ir.-pr"yli 

" 
r"v role in rhe old

Geqge Bolon has led dre Scouish te yOfkShife, Said that ,AfthUf Uarnsfey Uiners,rorum and theold

ffi-$f#,H":f#HT"?*%l scargil is a toyal se;t Jth; 3#i,?'1",:,.$:,U1,""f;ffi
soft left hasn't deed to corne outand National Execuflve' . , . And gain control of thi union machine-

ffiliiHilf#H$;lHffi that is the maior fla* i', - Hi,f",'*:',ffmli:"*H#,ji
sht€ vote, has OE besr chance of SCafgill'S poliUcs. ihe union. Having got Scargill

Tasol lg tlreln rcfirsing to tate up tions wirhered away and thJarcaO
Scargill's chal€nge by sarding a candidarc. They want Walsh L*ftbecame a semi secretble on re Area and National Execu-
to.do their ditty wott for fiem, and fivalely hey want him to dves. This 'Broad kft' is now leading rhe retrealwin. MiliEnls must use the opporurnidd offered by rhe election

Butarc€l danger fc militants is thar they willrely on Scargill campaign ro build a rant and file -ouement rhai can begin a

!oseeofltlEr-tdland soft-leftsin€le-handedly. Hemay belCve camilaign for the nadonal strike that is necessary to hurt 
-back

b * 99 lhis But the past p€riod shows he quie defmitely British Coals's offensive. Otherwise the re-election of Scargill
cannol He bas conlined himself !o a bureaucratic str$egy Olar will change nothing.
has contributed o his isolation on dreExecudve. His decision to If Scargill refus& o break with rhe union machine and to
slsnd does not signal a hca& with ftis srategy. &tively aganise therank and file then rant and file miners must

Since the endof thc Great Strite, rank and file minen have organG wittrout him. Taking inspiration hom *!e Min€rs'
$pUf *iUinE .. to ta&e up the frght agains the Bmrd. ln Minority Movementotdre ld0sanew rank and hte movement
198fl87 only 15 pirs werc nol involved in industrial rtion of can mobilise thousands of miners amund: resistance to all pit
ryme 1qt and only last welq minen al Deep Navigation in closures, against six day worting and for a four day week, no o
Souih r ales stnEk in defence of conditions. The natioml an<l 0re disciplinary code, and for iorkers' control in the pits. In
lrya te4ershiry ttave spmt the last two years trying to keep tlle addirio the mirk and file need to control rhe NUM. Five'-yearly
lid on the explooion of angrr in th€ pits. elections do not represenrgenuine democracy. The NEC shouli

This summer's silrike in Solh Yortshirc over the implemen- be elected by, and acmuntable o, a delegate conference com-
urion ofthe disciplinary gde alFrickley had, wirh irs likelihood posed of repesenmives elecM direcd| from each pil The
of spreading to the r€st of Yortshire-,_the best chancc since the president, vice presi(ienr and secretary should be elected at pit-
strike of uming brk the Board's offensive. These few weeks iread rneedngs,-:rfter a full debare, urd for one year only.
saw Sammy Thompson, Jek Tsylc and the Yorkshire Execu- Or,ly ifthdse issues are taken up in the election campaign can
tive working overtime to get min€rs back !o wort in reurm for the dd; be Nmed and 'new realism' defeated in the ranks;f$e
a cornpletely useless natirxral overtime ban. Tkoughout those
two weets Scargill was silenr

The weeked after Scargill anmunc€d his resignation, peter

NUM.
O Yote Artbur Scsrgi !
O Build a rank and lile movement!

Bad llli|.. is !6nH and publishod by Work r. pow* BCM 7750. London WCl 3y.X



SCARGILL'S CA MPAIGN

Arthur ScarSllL launcbed h1s election
campalSn at tbe Yorkshire l{Ul't

beadquarters in Barnsley (LQ/12/87) Ln a
blaze of televj.sion l18hts and to
standlng ovatlons fron tbe audience.
There can be no doubtlDS tbe Ioyalty and
support for Scarg{ll froro rank and flle
nlners not Just 1n Yorkshlre but
throu8hout the coal.f1elds. In South
Vales Tyrone O'SulIivan, Lodge Secretary
at Tower, recently stated that, "The
caEpalSn Ls 8olr8 weI1. The plts are
lnsistlnB on tbe r18ht to noninate
Arthur Scargl1l despite what the
executlve says." Trelewts Drlft, Tower
and llertbyr Yale bave 1ed tbe waY,

of f lcla}ly backlng Scar8ilI.

Hor+ever, desplte Scar8LLI's Eenuine
desire to beat the Board's plans and do
bts best for rdners. DesPite b1s bei.n8
r18ht about wby the Board wants to
lDtroduce the Code, fLexible worklnS,
and get rid of ij[. DesPlte hln bein6 a
popular leader wlth nilitants, be vrlIl
rellalD a prlsoner on the Executive after
the electlon unl.ess be uses the canpaiSn
to Dobllise and organise the rank and
flIe into a force tbat can defeat tbe
"new realists" and take on tbe CoaI
Board.

ScarS i I 1

it seens
use the
not !

it is .iear r-hat Artbur Scargill i€ not
irrt;rE.+rej ln usinE the electioD
sanpargr, ro organise and consoLldate the
nr 1: r iDl rarrk and file niner€ wbo look
to hir 1or a 1ead. Those who doubt tbe
potErri rai i!r such or6anisatlon should
looii .1t lire str.uggles EolnB on in the
indrisr-r:r' ihe recent strlkes by miners in
;ou: r Va i e= aSai nst the back door
irt,rc,lu.-tiDI1 of six day worklII8. wbere
lrf: l,{errhvr struck aSainst nanage!0ent
atteEpts to j.ntroduce a four shlft
wor king Dartern while repairs r,ere
-at rtai .+llq on an underground rai lway.
;ori.ers ottD,."p Navigation (under threat
of --l.os!re) bave been on strike over
newl y iuposed underSrouDd nanDln8
arranSerDents. S1x Bells aSalnst a
sackinR under the code for al1e8ed
luis,:ondu,:t-. None of us need renlndiDs
.f La:t sunner's brlllLant actloD by
Frickiey miners, and those supportlng
thex0. i*ainst the code. In tbe face of
t.hiE Arthur Scar8llI bas chosen not to
Daupai8n to ]ink up such actionG but to
canpaign for inport cootroLs. ln his
e1e.!icr adCresses he sald "tbe union
nust t,rke a stand a8alnst coal lnports

rhe Ieadersblp should take up a
lamr,di rn : lr tbese 1deas".

But wi 11

thi.s?
thls?

caDpai8n to ,l.o

Shy do we say

Fi rst 1y, at tbe Barnsl ey r0eet i n8 he

outllned hls pro8raDne for the t{U}{

wlthout a nention of tbe sltuatlon on
the UEC. Surely Scargill can't really
belleve his victory aLone will sbut the
llkes of DutfieLd uP.

Second1y, scar8llI Put forward bis
pollcles of no Pit closures, no iob
losses, aSainst the code, and for
lnproved beneflts, Penslona and Pay'
wltbout his usual arEurent on the need
for renewed iudustrial action. la h1s
two Yorksblre neetinSs be concentrated
on the need for controls over lnported
coal and for the Phasing out of Duclear
power as the way to boost a fla88inB
lndustry.

Tbis is a steP back fron the uilitant
speecb, Eade recently 1n rdaIeE, c1a1Din8
that onl v dlrect actlon - lDCludirrS
industrral actloD - could halt the
des!ructron oI the coal industry

:hi; ar,jumel)t iE wron8. To argue for a
bIo,:k against inports from ,:ountrles,
nan'r' oi wborn rely on such exports, is
simpiy jaying that forelEn workerg
should Iose thelr Jobs so we can keeP
our5. irr our view tbe only exceptlons
should be where workers 1n tbose
countries as;k us to stop the inPort€ -
as have the South Afrlcan Diners,
Socialists can have no truck with Plans
for solving tbe capltalists' problens on
tbe backs of our class brotbers and
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The Datlonal executlve neet i ng
approved a Datlonal delegate conference
oD tbe issue of the overtine ban.
Scarglll nust use thls opportunlty to
Eoblllse . support fron the areas for
lncreased actlon up to aDd including
strike action, a8alnst the code. The
only way forward for the unlon is to
or8anlse to go on the offenslve. The
only way to force tbe hand of ttre
executlve (no [atter how big ScargiLl,s
naJorlty) 1s to get support 1n the plts.

l,Ilners will vote 1-r Scargill
Decause he fights for his rnerobe rs and
doesn't conpronise. But Scargi I I
isolated on the executive can be nade to
compronise as we bave already, seen. An
key point was rade by a rniner frox! the
floor who told ScargiLl tbat a general
wlthout an arEy 1s useless j.n battle and
the necessary task was to organise tbe
rank and f i1e.

Yes the Board desperately want rld of
Scar(i11-tbe Great Strike put tbelr
plan6 back. However they can defeat us
if we rely on his re-election al.one

VOTE SCARGILL
BUT ORGAf,ISE THE RAf,K Af,D FILE,

"If he bends we,re broke" cor0DentedFrlckley Presldent fron tbe platforrn
Thursday.

the
on

o TO IMPORT CONTROLS !
Arthur Scargl11 bas not only been

Dak1n8 speeches to nlners recentl.y,
Desplte Tory opposltlon to hlm belng
allowed to speak at all he recently
addresoed the European Parl lanent' s
energy coInittee. Tbis sbould have been
an opportunity for hln to denounce the
internatlonal coanivaDce of the coal
bosses, He sbould have slan:ned the
coordlnated attack they have launched on
Europe's nlDeworkers. Instead be used
the opportunlty to call for lEport
coDtrols to stop otber countries
'dulping' 1n Europe, Xow as far asSoutb Afrlcan coal is coDcerneri lie
should support the South Afrlcan NUt{,s
ca]1 for a boycott oi coal fron that
country. But Scargl]] went oD to attack
tbose bi6 bad dunpers, the scourge of
Europe's bosses, the Col uDbi ans I

For Scarglll to suggest that inportcontrols are the answer to tbe coalcrisis is bad enough. For bln to
propose 1lDlng up wlth Europe's coal
capLtallsts to tighte! the screws onColunbia, a country that bas beensysteEatlcally rava8ed by tbose selfsare capi"tallsts, ls a disgrace.

The worLd economrccrisis bas bit Colunbia's ndnins
indusrrv hard, Tbe nunber ol job iosses
iE enor[ous. And ln Co].unb1a, a courtrya thousand tlmes poorer than even thepoorest EEC nation, j ob loss Eeanspotential starvat j. on.

ScargLIl's suggestion to the EEC that
Col unbia is somehow r-be cause ol !be
problens facing the coal industry sruacksof tbe class collaboratioD he 1s usuail.v
prepared to denounce, He should be
challenged oD the i6sue d.uring the
electlon caEpalgn. The point to raake isstraightforward enougb: the capltallst
systera bas caused the world coal crisis
The answer to this crlsis rs not tc
advise the EEC fat cats to gang up on(lo1utrbia, but for miners aLl over tbe
world to unite agalnst their bosses

. And tJ anyone tblnks we are bej.Dg ablt extreDe, tbey should consider f.h"is
lhe tory who tried to stop Scargj.l, tron
speaking at the EEC ended up pralsrng
h1s speech for ,,1ts constr u,:t.v;
coEx0€nts about tbe dunplng of coai frououside the EEC,' Tory pralse is a sure
s18n that these proposals stj.nk,

itants f roe
he tlne to
the rest of
oDDents of

them the

., 9n the f ol rouing -three pages ue have intervreus urth r,t i IlJales and Durhan. ge ttraik-cetir rn anJ Tonny for ";;;i";';speak uith us, ghile it rdill be obvious froD a read.ing ofthis issue of XED I{INER that rre ao noi -igr"" uith aIj the cGetlin 
"ld rouy ue are nore than Pleased to d.lscuss rrithprobleus facint Dili.tants in the NUH:



MI NERS SPE AK OUT !

iED HINER spoke to ToBIIY
Secretary at gestoe Pit'
Scart I I Is resignatron
srtuatron rn the NUH .

lhat sas tho react i on
and the ren at lestoe to
dec is ion to res i8n and
e I ect ioD.

of yourse I f
Scar I i I I's
ProrPt an

He's Bade it [ore than P]arn over
the years that he's aIuaYs been an
advocate of 5 Year lY e lect lons of
fulI tine officiais- He ua-s
obvrously elected Prror to 

"hatconint into the NUI{ rule book so I
thlnk rts a very noble 8e3trrre.

The Durharn area has reconnended. a
resol.ut ion cournendi,ng the Nat ronal
President on hrs course of act10n
that has unani[ously been endorsed by
tile delegates of the Durhan area

The Ben at the Prt - obvrouslY You
get a very uiile and va.rred vreLt
Iets face rt there are no 1n bet!reens
urth Arthur, you etther love hrD or
yorr Ioathe hin. I thrnk EYseIf the
naJority of PeoPIe sho look at uhat
he's done apprec rate rt for tihat r t
rs, a Sood testure. It's Just a PltY
that the other 15-20% uho are rn a
full-true caPacitY and tlho are
protected by the rules. don't take
advantage of the advrce tiven by the
legal advrsers of the NUI'I and on a
noral basrs oPt for electlon.

Do the reD at the Pit knou
all tho sratrtlos oD the XEC?

about

The Dajority of the neD at the P1t
dou't kno!, about the conPl icat !ons
that's going on - for all theY are
rcported at general rreetinSs - I strl]
acn't think they are Seneral Iy knoun
of- It's aluays been the case that
the pouer base Scargill has rs the
ne;, uho 8o to the neetinSs. It may
'.le i I be the case that uithln the r&f
there are people uho are very nuch
foi' . Scargril's oPPonents.

lhat about the soft left, Dutfield'
Bolton etc, utll they stand sith
Ua lsh?

That reEalns to be seen. CertarnlY
tha I{elsh Hiners and the Scott lsh
I'llners have oPenly contested certarn
th , ngs that have taken P I ace at
na'!ionaI Ievel. But having sald that
I don't think it's f ai.r t'l ;iay that
'they Ei l1 be oPenIy contesting Arthur

Scargr l I as an .ndrvrdual because
you uell knoLr, decrslons that
taken are not one nan decrstons.
anybody lJants to contest a Pol
dec,s,,.trr then obvrously you have
pol rcy structure Urthrn yOUr un 1On
vo rae Your cr rt rcrsDl ge'11 have
Lrarr dnd see on them.

Betts, Lodge
on Arthur
and the

are
If

r cy
a

to
to

RED i{INEI argues for derocratisiDt
the uDron, and puttiDt the raEk aDil
frle rn coDtroI. Aspects of this ara
for an Executive electeil bY and
accountable to a deleSate coBferenc
and for yearly election at Pit head
neetin8s of the DatioDal officials.
Uhat do you thiDk to this?

I have no obJectrons for exaBPle to
prt head ba I lots by a. shou of hands.'
any member uho chooses to attend a
neet rng has a vote by shou of hand
I an an advocate of electroos and
accountabr I rty of off rcrais I an a
iocal branch offrcral and I atr
e lected annua I I y. I put nyse I f to the
Denbersh r p aDnuai lY. I Put DY
nomrnatron uP and that rs an
rndrvrdual prt head ballot llrth
that system you can't DanrPulate rt
rf peopre L,ant you to 8et elected I
th l nx y ,u have 8ot other problens
rea I rv. take meet rn8s. Th t s lodge
represents 12OO [en and the quorutr
for meet rngs rs 25. I could have a
unan rmous decrsron of ny 1od.8e urth 25
nen and that's oPen to DanrPulatron

RED IIINER argues that Scargi I I's
electron is a bur€aucratic rove and
that he should have stood on a
carpalgning platforr to lead the raBk
and file in a fitht aSainst BC's
attacks

You can sPeculate on
r,lhy Scargr I I has stood.. I th tnk he's
taken advantage of the sltuat ron as

he's seen rt As thlnts are at the
DOment the rePorts that ale frlterrng
back 'uc, the branches shou that the
Present d l spute hasn't Sone the '1y,,,o" rntended t,hen the lren took the
vote l thrnk the opPosrtron theyrve
shoLrn fron the toP possrbly leaves a

brt to be des rred. ObvroslY ue are
SornB through a clrf f rcult trne' they
Jan "on 

t y gJ as NEC nenbers and
express the fears and' try to Justlfy
the fears that theY heve been 8lven
the nandate to go and execute '



Election SPecial
Election SPecia

fle argue that such a carPaiSn could
itrvolve takitr8 up the d'isciPl inary
code etc. But ce arSue also for
strike action. Iould You agree?

The ballot PaPer said "Actlon short
of strike ation" r PersonalIY, I
don't I ike the idea of overt r!0e bans
and I don't Iike the tdea of any
restrictive Deasures, if You are
going to take action 1t should be

very positive. A Iot of PeoPIe are
obvious Iy very ua.ry of str i.ke act ion
after the last strike., but havi,ng
saitl that, I think ue've learnt a lot
of Iistakes f!on that.

I think that the situatron 1s such
that since the strlke the board
haven't missed one oPPortun j.ty to
take advantage, I think ue are seelnt
very bitter d.ecisions uithout rhyne
or reason and lre've been very
ineffective 1n chai lenS!nB these
decisrons.

Frankly I dont think ue'1I 8et verY
far under the current clrcunstances
unless there rs sone krnd of drrect
challenge. The Sauntlet 1s often
throl.rn <iorrr. The last t rme 1t lras
pfcked uP it !ras possrbly the !Iront
c ircunstances tFrickleyl. The nood
of the Een as expressed at the monent
is that they are not quite ready for
strlke action and untrl the nen you
represent are ready, rt 's Po r.nt Iess
pursu i ng that particular avenue.
But, having sar,d that, that's not to
say that lre can't effectively 80
throuSh a uhole neu educatr.on process
because I th i nk ln ha lf the
c i rcunstances people don't realise

BED HINE! also talked to Gethln Jones
from Taff l'lerthyr. At the trne of the
lntervleu h1s prt had been on strlke
for over a week.

Firstly,
on str ike

uhy alid your Pit coLe out

!le are on str lke atalnst the ne!,
spl rt four sh rft systen for 24 hour
uorkrnS. Around 60 nen uere told bY
rlanaSement to LIork the neLJ systeB.
uh !ch LJas to be !nPosed at Taff
Ilerthyr ( Tt'l . | , but there uere no
disscussrons. The llen reacted
agarnst thrs and that's tlhen the
trouble started. At a canteen
neet r ng the nanager to ld the 60 nen
to elther uork the neu systen or he
uould transfer tOO- 150 uen to another
colirery. The nen reJected thrs
u It lria.tun and dec lded to uork the
fol Iourrng day under the nornal 3
sh r ft systen. 33 nen uho turned up
at the nornal trne uere sent hone
and the others had to follou tn
supp3rt, in otber uords rt lras a
lockout s r tuat 1on

A neet rng '"hen votr,ed overuhelnrngiy
to sta.y out In response nanagelreqt
have sard r,J e uust uork the ner shlft
systen before they wrll neBotlate
about r t .

llhat support
Ieadersh ip Biven

have
to the

the
str i ke?

Are a

the decisions that are being nade.
Given the circunstances at the

nonent and uhat ue've got agai.nst usat the nonent I don't think rde've totthe recipi.e to susta j.n a co-ordinaied
str ike act ion.

l{e I I . Pc,nty knou uhat's go rng on at
TH but the systen seeES al1 urong.
600 men are loslnt over a ueeks noney
for the sake of gorog through the
rrtht procedure. They should have
been here st ra r ght auay as sur 1ng the
nen that ure are tak rng the r rght
actron on thrs rssue. They,re not
prepared to do it. They're slttrng
on the fence agaitr, and they're gorng
to have a pretty nasty acc rdent
srttrng on that fence one of these
days.

The second canteen leeting a ueek
Iater seeled to be fuI ly behind
continuing the actiotr, but uhat uas
put foruard as a say of uinuint the
d i apute?,\

Yes, only 13 Den out of well over3OO voted to return to uork but rt
leenef to be a very quret meet rnt.{Jn the question of uhere do Lre Eo
{"oI here everyone seened t o be.rookrng at everyone else.

ooiE'NTWORK,o wHY s{oo.J

MY 
'oN

YOgRS.,

! rr



Thcy uere askint for gutdance froDPonty. It's a llatter of managenent
breaki0g a national agreerrent, !re
shoultl have gone not just to Ponty,
but to nationai level as uell. It's
an ea.sy r,,ray for then to inPose
chantes in uorki.nS conditions, one
co 11 i ery after another. Before you
knoE it the ner sYsten is through'

Ihat attelPts have been lade to
link the strike at Tll sith others'
part icular ly nearby DeeP l{aviSation?

At the nollent the corBmunication is
not there, not even betueen T!1 and
Deep Navitation uhich are next d.oor
to one another and both of Lrhich are
in dispute at the nonent. There is a
very paroch ial att itude in the
d i f ferent collieries unfortunately'
It's dog eat do8 at the noDent' nany
nen don't see the need for coilectiYe
act ion against British Coal.

LEADIXG THE CHABGE TO THE EIGHT

THE FACE OT XET BEALISI{
Hou ilo You

cori[t about?
aee col lective action

T f'f is unique at the llouent, but
it's Part of a bigger issue that
could sPark off a bi8 rol' If they
caD InPose a ner,l atsreeDent at TI'1 , a

profitible Pit, the "Jeuel in the
drourn", then god heIP the rest of the
l{erthyr Pi ts uh ich aren 't do i ng as
reIl. It's an issue that uarrants a

speclal con ference -

Because Scarti I I is an isolated
fiSure on the executive' se believe
iil" fr. should apPeal drrectly to the
r"nf "oa 

file for suPPort' usinS the

"i.""roo 
to h€lP aleveloP a rank "1'Iiii. .or"."rrt. rhat are Your vieus?

Yes rre aII atree uith that' It's
a"iinit"ty up io the rank and file to

control not on IY Scar8i 11, but
everyone doun to the lodge leve I '

The problen at Present is that the
union hasn't 8ot credibility' even at
pit 1evel. Decisions are being naAe

irthout the EeInbersh ip knouing uhat
is Soint on. lleanuhile the
u"nagJ..ni have 8ot aray uith so. Duch
that theY feel confident enouth to
trv and inPose neu sh i f ts at Tl'l ' but
thly've nou had the shock o f the r r
livis, TheY never exPected this to
happen, I think theY've bitten off
lore than they can cheu'

Ilnal Iy, l ast
l{ I NEB you lrere
Area Execut ive,
at the rorent?

tiLe you sPoke to EED
very critical of the
shat are Your v i errs

UeII. after ScartiIl announced the
elect ron the nedia uere very qurck to
pick uP Kin Houells and HYUel l
i".n",.r. 

- Neither of these so-called
spokespeople Lrork at a Pii' It seens
tfrat i(in-HoueIls decides the policy
of the S. llales NUI'I antl at the

"*"","a 
rr" meetinSs he gives the line

for the comlnt nonth, theY aIl seen
hvDnot rzed bY hin. And I've slnce
;;;, toid thit the decision to take
ScarSl I I to court over the t i Dlng of
the e Iect 1on uas taken u ithout even
,^ny "*""oaive 

neBbers knouinS about
t;;' i thought the BPeech scargill
made on these matters at llertyhr ras
exce I lent, he seemed to h1t the nail
on the head

".3,

EDAYS
NO THANKS!

N . r,. iv1.

North Yorks
Panel

I

l

Des DutIrc)d
Saulh Wales Mners Ptestdenr



GET TH E

TR OPS LiT I
tSince the Enniskillen bonbing there

has been a aicken inB L,ave of
hypocr tsy in the Tory press. The
sane tablo ids that screaued about
"violent thuts" and "the eneny
uithin " Auring the grea.t str ike have
nou turned the ir venon on Ir ish
RepubI j.cans. They seem to have
fortotten that it r,ras they uho
cheered uhen Thatcher rnurd.erecl 368
ArgeDtinian sold j.ers on the Belgrano,
or uhen Thatcher left lO nen to di.e
in the H-BIocks by refusing to give
theD political prisoner status.

This hypocrisy in the tabloids has
a clear ain in nind - to d.ivert
torkers attention ar,Iay fron fightint
the real eneny, the British ruL ing
class, and instead uake us take their
side in their bloody wa.r against the
Irish.

In order to prevent this happening
the EstabI ishnent's I ies tsust be
ansuered. l'or as long as Britain
clings on to it's old.est colony and
d.iscrininates against the Cathol ic
population, young nen and. women Ui. l1
continue to sacrifice thei.r all in
the strug8,le against their oppresion.

The IRA are at uar Hith Britain and
the a.rtif icial state i.n the North
that Britain created. The army is
fiShtint to naintai.n Britain's hold
over the lrish people against their
denocratic right to deternine their
owD future. 1n that uar rde side uith
the IRA against the Sritish arny.

BU I LD A SOL I DAR I TY I{OVEIIENT
Vying !rith the tabloid press in

the ir condennat ion of the
nat iona.l ists has been the Ieadersh ip
of the La.bour Party. Specificai 1y.
Kinnock and Co. have cond"euned Ken
Livingstone for daring to call Ior
the uithdrasl of 3r j,tish troops.
Livln8stone has a good record
cotrpared to the rest of the official
leaalers of the Iabour movenent. This
is part icular 1y true uhen look inE ar
the Trad.e Union 1ead.ers.

LIVIIIGSTOIIE HOUI{DED BY
ISol idarity can be ex

',,#,,
,#*

ffi_q
"d

there 1"s a ,,popular 
"

r{xocx r

tended !,hen
iEternatlonalquest ion

Ireland
silence,

l ike South Afr ic,ii, but on
n a lrall ofthere has bee

a.s fcr other trade unios in Britain.
This is as true for the NUH

Despite f ine' efforts from
branches and individual activi.sts

NUH
INthe

to
past, much nore is needed today

build a serious anti-iBperlalist
novenent that can force Britain to
8et out of Ire Iand. For a
Scargi I I should nake it clear

start
where

siands and can?aign for the Irishpeoples right to self-eeternination.
as on -/other issues,

in the NUt!' should.n,t Lralt
1o, Scar6ilI. Steps in the ritht
d j.rection coulil be taken by ."goiogto Dake th is years d.eBonstrat ion toconmenorate Bloody Sunday the la-rtest
event for lrany years. Bloody Sunday1II Janua.ry lg72 was Lrhen the BritishArny shot do!rn th irteen unarned
clvilians on the street .

Houever,
ni I itants

lli I lt.ants
resolutions

shou I d
pa.s s e d.

ai to
in the

ueeks to comnit the NUII
the Bloody Sund.ay deno
there 1s a sizeable
niners on the narch.

co!ring
to build for
and na-ke su re

contlngent of

BLOODY SUHDAY DEMOHSTRATIOH
SUNDAY 30rh JANUARY

RAILY AT ISLINGTOH TOT|N HALL
SEE RED MIT{ER SELLERS FOR DETAILS



BQOX REVTEW
Mark Hosk ;son reviews
A J Cook by Paul Davies
(Manchester U niversity Press)

ith Arthur Scargill stand
ing for re-election as
NUM President, pundits

ol the lett and right e.e reviving com.
parisons between him and the
mlners' leader ol the 1920s. Arthur
James Cook.

Scargill himsell has oflen
relerred lo Cook as his nrodel He
doubtlessly has in mind Cook's
personal sincerity and his lierce
loyalty to the cause of the miners
Uke Cook he reiecls the polite nego
tialions that are the stock-in-trade ol
servile trade union olfioals

The right-wing, the CPGB and
characlers like Des Dutfield. will
make lhe same comparison be-
tween lhe two Arthurs. They will
heap upon Scargill the same old
insults lhal Cook had to face lrom
every quarter They will say that he
doesn'l know how to negotiale They
will argue thal he doesn'l under
stand the need lor cornpromise and
thal he is an unthinkir€ exlremist
lnleed Scargill's re-election will
likely get lhe same response lrom
Willis and Duttield as that ol Fred
Bramley, Secretary ol the TUC rn
1924 to Cook's election When he
heard Cook had been elected
Secretary ol the Miners Feoeration
ol Great Brilain (MFGB) he blurted

'Have you seen who has been
elec{ed Secretary ol lhe Miners
Fedration? Cook. a raving, tearing
comnunist. Now the miners are rn
lor a bad time

The right, and those who are
clutchir€ at their coattails, will
remind us lhat Cook's period ol
lsadership witnessed a split be.
tween the MFGB and a company
union in Notlinghamshire (lhe
Spencer Union) They will remind us
o, the loss o, lhousands ol iobs in
the attermath of lhe deleal of a
protracted struggle Scargill's
policies, they will insisl, have caused
an almosl exad repetition ol history

The right-wing are not merely
treating history dishonestly by
posing lhs comparison this way
They ars also obstinately relusing lo
leam its lessons. The light thal Paul
Davies' book sheds on the life ol A J
Cook dsrnonstrates this quite

The limits of
syndicalism
clearly

A J Cook was a syndrcalsr
MourE f rom n.)n-coniormrsm
through the lL P ire eventually gol
involvec rn thc Unoilioal Belorm
Comrnittee (UIiC) [r South Wales
along with leaciing syndicalrsts like
Noah Ablett when il was sal up rn

191 1 The marn ciocument ol the
URC was The Miners Nen Step
Although Cook dio nol wnle rt tl
encapsulateo many ol the rdeas he
was to hold unlil nrs untrmely dealh
tn 1931 lhe key phrase rn thal
pamphlet thai Davres shows Cook
used agarn and agarn was

'l hc suggested organrsatron lr e
ths class struggle unrorF-WPl rs

@nstructed to light ralher than to
negotiale lt rs based on the prin
ciple that we can only get what we
are strong enough to win and relan

The esserice ot Cook s syndical.
rsm rs exprossed here tor the
struggle being lalked aboul ts the
bargaining strenglh ot a trade unron
ln the period up to 1921 the demand
lor coal was so grsal that th€ min.
ers' bargaining strength was constd-
erable Cook. and the sydicalists rn
lhe UBC were able to win tmportanl
posilions of leadership rn lhe South

Wales Mrners Federatroi {SWMI
,r/hrch Cook b€canle a lull ttme
agenl lor rn 1920) They conlicjElltry
beheved lhat the slruggles ot therr
unron could secure not merely
decent wages and concjitrons bul
also workers control ot lhe rndustry
The u ntorF-nol a polilical panF
was to be lhe Instrumem lor soc|alisl
transformalion

ll was thus Detore dunrE and
rnrrtediately atter the war thal the
posit,vo aspecrs of Cook s syrdiual
rsm were mosl evrdent His loyalty lo
the union overcame hrs rnitial
conlusion on lhe war and drew hrm
rnlo opposition to { ln 1916 he
wrote

Daily I see slgns arnongsl the
workrng class with whom I rnov6 and
work ol a mjghty alvaksnrng I he
chlorolorming pill o, patnotism rs
failing rn its power to drug lhe r nd
and Donsciousness ol lhe worker
Comrades I appeal to yolr to rouse
ycur union to protecl the liberties ol
ris nrgnlbers An rndustrial tru@ was
entersd into by our leaders b€hind
our backs Away with the Indus
trial lrucel'

ln lhe same penod he led a hosl
ol dispules against govemment
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atternpts to recruit minors into lhe
armi, hnd lorce up lhe rate ol ex 6i-
tation in the pits.

However, there were latal limita-
tions in Cook's sydicalism. ln a
situation where trade union bargain-
ing strength declined Cook had no
strategy or tactics to ofter, other
than corpromise in the name ol
preserving the union. Trade union
militancy alone simply could not deal
with the problems posed to the
working class in a period of acute
economic and political cnsis. This
was shown by Black Fri.Jay in 1921
(when lhe demard for coal plu.I}
melted) when ttre transport arxj rail
unions (members o, lhe Triple
Alliance) relused to support the
miners' resistance lo the coal-
owners' attack on the national
wages agreement. Cook was
compelled to urge retreat atler ten
weeks of the lock-orrt. Then in an
amazing about lace he argued lor
concilialbn with the bosses, tollow-
ing the eventual defaat ol the
miners' struggle. At the b€ginning ol
the dispute he urgsd:

'Trust simply and solely in your
e@nomic power, in the whole-
hearted support ol your comrades ol
the Triple Alliance and ol other trade
unions.'

Failh in Thomas-{he arch-
reactionary at ths head ol lhe
railwayrnen---r as nol only mis-
placed, il was stupid. lt rellecled
Cook's syndicalist view that the
Triple Alliance in and of ilsel, was a
triumph ol militant trade unionism.
Cook downplayed the role and
power ol lhe bureaucracy. When
this lailh resulted in deleal, Cook,
believing lhe economic power of the
workers was vanquished, ended up
cgnducting conciliatory meslings
with pit-managers and, according to
DaviBs, lrras prepared to promise
them improved produclivity il they
kspt operating'. This was the grim
logic ol relying exclusively on lrade
union bargaining strength as against
a political, revolutionary comrrunist
oullook.

lndoed Cook's retreal in 1921

led to his break with the CPGB, ol
which he had briefly been a mem
ber. Hs ac,cused them ot 'inlerfer-
ence' in the lock-out in a classh
syndicalisl (and indeed, bureau-
cratic) manner. This'interf erence'
was from men like Cook's close
lriend, Arthur Florner, a CP miner.
Once the CPGB raised Political

queslions lhat clashed with cook's
trade union-and essentially sec-
tionalisl-strategy, a parting ol the
ways was inevitable.

However, Cook did retum to the
olf ensive s,/hen econornic conditions
improved in 1923. He joined the
Miners' Minority Movernenl- -seeing
il as a uselul induslrial )ryanisa-
tion-and becarne its candidate lor
National Secretary in 1924. h an
energetic eampaign cook emerged
a clear victor and was thrust onlo
lhe national slage al a tims when,
once again, the price of coal was
lalling and lhe @alowners were oul
to implement pay cuts and increases
in lhe working day. The same weak-
nesses as had appeared in 1921
were rsvealed in the 1926 lock-out.
Buoyed by the recovery in coal
prices in the world ma,tet in '1922-

23 and lhen by the victory ol Red
Friday in 1925, when lhe Oovern-

There were latal limitdtions
ln Cook's syndicalism . . .

Trade union militancy alone
simply could not deal with
the problems posed to the
wo*ing class in a period ot
hcute economic and

lltlcal crisis.

mer{ relreated under the threat ol a
genoral strike, Cook enlered the
struggle with con idenee.

On the eve of lhe strike he was
less dewy-eyed aboul the nature ol
Thomas. He wrote in lhe Sunday
Worker io reply to attacks on him by

Thomas and Ben Tillet (TGWU)
'll is true I do nol possess a

dress suil, and I do not attend
dinnels and banquets given by
enemies ol lhe working classes and
make alleged witty, afler-dinner
speeches lhere.'

However, rightly insistent lhat
the miners could not win alone, he
wrongly allowed lhe TUC to take
control ol the negotiations during the
strike as the price lor their solidarity
action, Even atter their belrayal he
consented lo the suppression ol his
attacks on the TUc leaders, N,ne
Days, and concluded the 'June Pact'
with the mgn who had stabbed the
miners in the back in the truitless
hope that they would implement a
levy and coal ernllargo.

As the lock-oul wore on he re-
pealedly sought compromises, oc-

casionally, as re\.e:J !s,

engaging in hig dubious Fcfsor'rai
negotiations with capitalists. His
aclions, the inevitable product ol his
lack ol accounlability to lhe rank and
file, inevitably led to turther clashes
with lhe CP and the Minorily Move-
ment. He ended lhe dispute desper-
ate ,or any settlement he could get.
(For a full account ol Cook's role in
the 1926 dispute see workers
PoHle/ No 55).

The rest ol Cook's career was a
tragic anti-climax. lt was tragic
because it was maned by pain and
illness brought aboul by his indefati-
gable campaigning on behalt ol the
miners during 1926. Despile his
vacillations he was throughout a
lireless, eloquent ard emotional
advocale ol lhe miners' cause

ll was anti{limactic because the
slruggles he took up were all ol a
resolulionary nature. He loughl the
classtollaborationist tum by lhe
TUC in lhe Mond-Turner talks. He
opposed MacDonald's reneging on
the Coal Mines Ad thal Cook had
pinned all his h,opes on. He sup-
ported the then Labour MP Oswald
Mosley's radical programme against
unemployment. Direct aclion---the
h€art ot Cook's early syndicalisrr-
was a thing of the paS, a thing he
,eared might de$roy the MFGB if it
were again undertaken.

There is a real lesson ol history
that needs to be lean( lrom Cook
and indeed from Scargill's own
period as NUM president. lt is that
militant trade unionism is not
enough to derend the economic
condilions ol workers, let alone acl
as a means of overthrowing capital
ism. Bul lhe deleats both men
sutfered were products not simply ot
the limitations ol their own politics,
but also o, the gross betrayals by
the lieutenants ol capital inside the
labour movement.

Davies himself does not draw
lhese lessons. He bemoans Cook's
attacks on Thomas. He puzzles over
Cook's agitalional f ervour He
argues thal Cook's vacillations
should be regarded as positive
aspecls ot his career This is all way
ofl the mark. But lhe detail concern-
ing Cook's lile that Davies has
marshalled makes lor a rivetinE
read. One gripe. The typographical
errors in this boo!{ are legion. They
make our own pretty Poof, tr^r:l(
record ol p.oof-reading look almost
prolessional.l



WHEJRE WE STA}{D

RedMiner
fhc Red Mincr ig produced by members and
supporters of Workers Power. Workers Power
is a revolutionary organisation fighting to
build a new revolutionary party to overthrow
capitalism - at home and abroad.

immigration controls, fascism,
ation against and oppresion
lesbians, gay men orblack people.

of
discrimin-

women,

Worker€'sEuggles
We support all workers' struggles against the
bosses. We fight tD tum all struggles into
conscious anti-capitalist struggles.

Reformism
The trade union and Labour leaders believe
capitalism can be reformed, made better, but
they do not aim to overthrow capitalism. They
act as go-betweens for the bosses with the
workers. Even militant leaders limit their
struggle to the 6ght for gains within
capitalism. For this reason we are for building
rank and file movements politically
independent of the bureaucracy and comrnitted
to transforming the unions into democratic,
class struggle unions.

Bevolutiorary Party
A revolutionary party will be a workers' party,
a party that, built in stuggle, can leam and
pass on the lessons of the 198.1-5 strike and
other struggles. We stand for miners taking
their place in the front ranks of building such a
party as they did in the 1920's. Only by
building a new revolutionary party can we
create the class army that can fight and destroy
the etinking capitalist system that threatens us
with always having to fight to protect our jobs,
conditions and organisations.

InJ€trlationaligm
We are committed tl fighting capitalism
internationally. We strive to build an
international organisation of revolutionary
partiee. (Workerg Power works with lrish,
German, French, Austrian and Chilean
revolutionaries in the Movement for a
Revoiutionary Communist Intemational.) In
particular we fight nationalist solutions to the
crisis put forward by reformists hke calls for
import controls. Such demands merely divide
the working class.

Divisione

We fight all divisions in the working class.
Divisions are fostered by the bosses to weaken
us. \fe are implacably opposed to racism,

Ihe oppressed

We support all struggles by people oppressed by
the bosses of Britain, America, France, Italy
and the other capitalist (imperialist)
countries. Immediately in Britain this means
we support the right of the Irish people as a
whole (not just those in the North) to determine
the fate of their country. We unconditionally
support the republicans and socialists in
Ireland fighting for this right and demand the
immediate withdrawal of all Bri tish troops
from Ireland.

Workers'states
The USS& Eastem Europe, etc are workers'
states. Capitalism has been abolished.
However, in each of these states a bureaucracy,
based on the Stalinist Communist Parties,
holds political power. This situstion arose out
of the international isolation of the Russian
Revolution in the 1920's. The revolution
degenerated at the hands of the bureaucracy
headed by Stalin. The other workers' states
were degenerate from birth in that they were
created in the bureaucratic image ofthe USSR.

Therefore we call for a political revolution
in all of these states to overthrow the
bureaucracy and realise the full potential of
these non-capitalist economies through
democratic planning. At the same time, in
order to preserve the gain for the working class
represented by these economies, we defend the
USSR and degenerate workers' states
unconditionally against imperialism which,
through war, will seek to re-introduce
capitalism in these countries.

Overthrow capitalism
The revolutionary party we seek to build will
have as its strategic goal the overthrow of
capitalisrn by workers organised into
workers' councils and armed so as to defeat the
police and army that the bosses have used, and
will use again, against us. We are for a
socialist society in which all property is in the
hands of the workers' state and all production
is directed towards the meeting of human need,
not satisfying the profit greed of the capitalists.
We stand on the old slogan of Karl Marx:

\Yorkers of the world unitc.
You have nothing to lose but your chai[s,
and a world to wint


