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RED EDIT()RIALi[]GR

Ihe Xew Year brln8s witb lt two
certalntles for niners. Flrst, there HlIl
be a 6enera). electlon. Second, British
Coal's attacks v.ill contlnue,

Regular readers w111 kDow Red

UileLbaDewer to the second certalDty. Ve
rust Eot 61!ply }ralt for an electioB. Ve
nu6t f16ht BC's attacks with lDdustrlal
actloa. .Tbe receDt vlctory by l{anton
Dhers, over water-noDey the uaDa8eDeDt
were refuslu8r shovrs thls can b€ doue
succe66firlIy.

But rbat about the prospect of an
electlou? Every neirspaper is talklD8
openly of rhen, not of. Red }Iiner, for
once, agrees wlth ttre pap€rs, tdhat ls our
vler of rrbat lllners shou]d do faced wlth
the proepect of au electlon?

Xearly every !1Der who struch in
1984/85 vrants to Eet r1d of the Iorles.
The haDdful xbo doa't a.re craveD 6cabs,
bos6e€ nen and llkely to be fu1ly pald up
Ilembers of tbe UDI{. In ottlnghan the
UD}{ w1ll be dolug 1ts blt for the Tories
by fleldlng candldatee a6aiDst pro-f,Ul
Labour caDdldate€. (See artlcle. )

The real- que€tloD faclng [ost of us
thouS} ls bow do we [ake sure tbat, il
Bettln8 rld of the Tories we doD't eDd up
wlth a Labour goveranent like the ]ast
(VU6oD-CaIla6baa) oDe? It is a bit
alarnttr8 tbat our offlcial leadershlp
do€6D't 6eet! to wory about tb16 prospect,
It want€ Labour ir at any cost and le
refuslDS to fl8ht to lEprove uDi.on pol1cy
on the Labour Party so as Dot to
enbarrass Klnnoct. lD fact with good

S}a6ses you caD see tbe 6a6 tbat -Ree€,

Taylor, fcGaley and co. put lD ScarElII's
noutb every t1tre they are at a gatherlDg
ol tbe labour DovereDt bl8wlgs

The lorles bave been vlciouG Xo txo
ways about Lt. But we forSet at our co6t
the way - 6E!et1I€6 rore Subtle - Labour
ha6 carrled out the bosse6' work lo the
past at our erp€Dse. Tbe 1974-79 Labour
goveruDeat carrled through a rassive
cloGure proSrarre that 16 only uow just
be1D8 surpa6sed by the Tories.

1974 STRIKE

Yilson cane to porer, to a large
exteDt, thaDks to our Eiiitancy. It was
our strike iD L97 4 that sent Heath
scurryiD6 to the po11s. The Labour

BoverDnent was frl8htened by tirat
nl]itaucy, It conspired with Gornley and
the then nCB boss Ezra to lnpose an area
based productivity deal. that rould dj.vlde
and weaken us. They did this in deflanc,l
of our baliot rejectin8 the deal. And, it
was Dot only the right wing playing this
BaDe. Tony Benn as DiDister for Ener8y
Has a key flgure in raD:oitE through the
productj.vity deal that revealed its reri
splitting purpoGe in 1984.

tde do not waDt a re-ruD of this if we
nanage to get rid of the Tories. Ilow car
we rniniuise this danger? In the firsL
p).ace we Eust get stuck into Labour,E
election work. Ye wil.l pull. out tbe stopE
to Bet a Labour vote. But at every
Eeeti.nS of every proGpective I{.P. we }.i-l
denand soEetbing iD return. And these
denatrds should Dot be conflned .-o

speeches at Eeetj.n8s. Ye should fornulate
ther now and pass ther at every lever,
tncluding Dational. conferences of tle
uDion and tbe Labour Party.
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V€ lust do our best to tie Klnnock,s
hands. He showed that be was far fron
belD6 a frtend 1n Deed durinE ou. strile.
Ee 6aved hls pra16e for the police. He
caaaot be tru€ted to act on goodwiil. Ve
lu€t denaEd, for starters, that a Labour
8over[DeDt wlll:

r Release aIL aruers stlll i.B Jarr.
t Reln6tat€ aII niners vlctfulsed by

the state.
I Rehburse the XUI{ for every penny

stoleD fro! 1t by the jud6es and tbe
repeal of tie antl-unlotr laws that
allowed tbeE to Eet away wlth it

I Guarantee Dot to cl.ose any plt
unlees un{oa appoiDted and
controll€d speclallst6 deeE lt
exbausted or uDnorkable and
iutroduc6u a Ea66ive
tBve6trent carpal8D ia the
i.Ddustry.

r Abollsh the Area Inve6tEent ScheDe
aEd all local productlvlty deals
a8reed 61Dce. For a natloDaL
a8reereDt Gtartln8 fro[ a basic pay
for all that 16 based on the hiShest
bo[u6 pay[ent€ curelt].y b€iDg
recelved.

I Iotroduc€ a four day week wlth
shorter 6bui;€ aDd the reco8uitioD
sJ worker6'coDtrol of all aspects
of productloD wlthin Brltish Loal

r XatloDall6e the forty plus private
Ilcensed coal Producers (l'argeiy
op€uca6t ) lrltb Do conP€nsatlon to
thelr boc6e6 aDd under workers
coDtro].

t Vlthdra$ a]l neSotiatlnE rl8bts
fror tbe UDt( reco6aise an Ul{

cl6ed 6boP iD the lDdustry

Tbe6e derands will Eo a ioDg way to
EeetlD8 our baslc needs and belP the
ltrdustry aad uBlon recover lroE tbe
battertn8 thay bave taken, Tbatcber has

b€€r ruthle€6 oE b€ba1f of ber class' Ue

deDaDd of L,abour that it act equally
rutlle55le6€ly but th16 tlDe o! behalf of
the rorkiD8 clasa.

By ft6ht1n6 for tbe6e deuands aow we

caD 60 6o!e ray to Preve[tlEE yet aaother
Labolir betrayal. But eveu 1f 'we get these
derards rroa on PaPer tbere j'E uo

Suaratrte€ that Kin'rock ln Iuaber 10 wlll
ieet tben. That 1s why Red llner says be

trary of 111u61oD€ ln a labour 6overlrnetrt'
Vote labour , ye6, but orSaDise to f ight'

* ****** **** *** **
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REGIONAL ROUND UPI

IGilI tIRIH EA T

. Oe i!-!ure Ci 'Lne CanparEr: / Ia :ci,e
Seaiian L-oiliery looks 6rru. In re;en-, wee.d-r
toe canpaign scored a uunber of successes,
aorabiy rD getting the plr into the r-evtew
procedure.

The Area Lca, Board EanageEeDt cackei
down on their decision not to :onsider the
coiiie:-y "ratj.onaiisati.oD,, as a ciosu;-e.,ln
0ctober 29th nitrers aod nechanr,::
officiai5 put a pian to the a;ea :-evie\r
Deeiing which involved separating E and .l
sea& coa.i ao ensure the coliiery rouic
supply the raoney raaking householci rnarket

;esp i',e rhese proposa.s i--
tne NUU through braDch qotes
ievei have Siveo up the ghost
aot +,o figit the ciosure.

Seen.- that
ai a iocai
anc a-ocioe,:

ihe lurhan ilechani.cs have oppsse,i thi3
and are fightinS io put the natter *.hrougn
+La rdr,. d!., ^r^^^..i,,-^..j7i pi u.,.j,jui e. iael f,re jOi:.iea Cy
Durha iners stil,l opposed to the ciosure.
Tbese U}{ neEbers are pushia6 the l[ailo!.aj
Union to take rrp ihe caEpaiga and put the
Eatter ttr a baiior Unfortunateiy rt 3eens
that '--nose who have given up the 6iL1si nay
Htn tae ciav

And aow

JUST iCE

S iow i1,

:or the GOOL IEVS

I'. i{EVORKERS CAIdPA IGl[

but sureiy ';ucc€69e-: aie cei:16
for tte r einsia:enen rscored inn ihe f r.ghr

ef :he sacked n inerr=

At a neeting bet-weel tile Area aca -
Board and tlle NUlt 1n i.1e liortil Ea;i ;;i
Decenber i?tir (part of iiasiaas review,, ;
,sacired ininers were reinstated includrng ,l
at Uerton Colliery.

There has -been no ,fecislon yer, on aci,r
uany sacked nen {ron the ltecbanics are l:l
Je set on Ihe [ecb.anlcs execut:ve r: i',I--
,irscussia8 witb the Board.. iD rhe neantina
rfle oecision of the Xechani.cs ;oun-:ii it.ig
oeen ic suspenci ttdustr j.a1, actLon uot:.: it
r5 :rear Ior nany o: the ){ec.nan.i,]s r-rre

doaro w i.. set on.

Pt.o. - -

Jack Colllns
Red ]t[iner readers w1 .I I be

Saddetled at tbe news of tbe death
of Jack Col]ins. Yith the passing
of Jack minerG bave lost a true
and loya} class fighter.

Tbroughout the Great Strl ke
Jack CoLllns etuck to his EunsatalE6t al} those in the
leadershlp wbo wanted to cl j.mb
down or cor[proDi6e. At the fatal
eetln.8 tb.at ended the strike he
openly declared bls opposltion to
tLe declslon and support for Kent
area's attempt to keep tbe strike
$ola6, Vtrile others turned th.e j.r
baeks Jack Co111ns continued to
speak out for the victlmj.sed men
}€ft outslde tbe gates.

Ire bad our po1 i t l ca 1

dlfferences with Jack Collins hrrt
w€l Salute I1m as a t rg-trter lor rtre
norking class. Ve owe it to him
to fl8ht to keep the NUlt out or
the bands of those who could never
stand kDee high to hiu,

*

JACK COLLINS

CLASS FIGHTER

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++r I
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I'l0TtSAs tbese negotiations, 'Jent -ln :.oe trorth
East Justice For itlneworkers aaropaiAl
launched a bi8bly succeEsful sacdi,i niDers
christ[as appea.;, Lbis raise: a raassive
S5,000 to helP the viiltirised rlleD arrd

thelr fanl]1e€ through the festive season,
Tbe iespobse to the appeai fron trane
uniorllsts in tbe N.East was nagaiflcear,
with eagiaeerinS factories and iPSA. NALGC

atrd IUPE nenbers among orhers seodrrig ia
their i$equee and co, i.ec t rons.

Ihe response fron shlpyard woikeis was
particularly j.[pressj.ve, wix.h cheoJes icr
uore tban e500 couiDg i"n rron aan'r trad.e
sectioDs in the yar<is, ThiE soLi.d.arity r.
now beiD8 repaid through -"be support ..ae

flUl{ and the lilechani.cs are gtvirlg to
workers at Austin & PickersSilj shipyard
in Suaderla1d, who have been on t;ri.ke
siace ntd Decenber a8ainst redundarrcies-
and the tbreateDeo. iatroduction lr :uc-
contractors.

}IESSAGES OF SUPPORT A}lD DOIiAI iCNS TC

AUSTIX & PICKERSGILL STRIXE APPEAI.
LYIAS HOUSE

FREDERICK STREE I
SUIDERLAID SR1 1I.{A

wollEti

Last RED IINER reported tbat Pat Curry,
caateen assistant at l{ertDn Co}iiery was
the l€t woEen to be voteci on lc an NUI{
lodge conaittee,
YROIG- sbe is the znd.

,;.r lrJ. A Ii .rtoFF -:.liiL;i;

-a: iaen EaiiaEeme;]a are ,iariiii
li iii{ a-.:z:.,=.-;. i.ri=r ,:aul ie..-,ci.
il,:,jlntr', hrw -,eof I iou.ter i:lii
i::

ie,1
e1,

'EL-::. -i{- li_ a:ae ;-.itel: :;_da-i --1
:;-'.:= :ri-'. 7E =?:;::e:. n;: ::;:.;.-..E:_._:-:
i:1.5-. 1e ,ia,i .1it.l ii irOtt:= '-hti ,^:- :: ;j:.-
i- )di_: :: : :;:liri: i! 5I!a5n ijtr ,,.,]: a;-tt

s TH WATES

the [orth East is ieadrng ;ae wa'y
womeD's riShts in the ullion with rct
but two wonen oD iod6e conl[itiees.
first wollen was Freda Dean "oted onto
Pbiladelphla lodge in lday,

it seens that the nassive c,o.sure
Drograrrne carried out by British Coal rn
Sorjr-h Vaies bae coue to a hait, at .ea.si
teuporar:.i';. The Area Director aDnounced Ln
early Decenber that tbe coaliieid wa. i;
receive aEoiller i9 uilLion investnert.
around iUC Joos foi' 18 vear o1is, :);
furtirer clo6{rres, and that al.l ihe
renaj.ninS coiileries were expected to 'oe ili
profii by next l{arch. Even the ionE-
prol[ised ldargaE developnent is now ij.keiy
to get tbe Bo-ahead. AlL lire irdicationg
are that toe coalfield is about tc begL;1 a
period of relative stability.

PRQDUCT IV IIY
The aew investnent wi13. 6o to ihree Dit:;
Cynhei.dre, Deep Naviga!ion and [ertiil':
Va1e, nainly on new workiDs equipuen,. -

out of 14 plts are now nakln8 proii.t-!.
with the o+.ber 6 tar8etted for :rofj.t bv
the end cf :he lrnancia- year, or ,+rlrE

This turnaround haE been acnievei
because cJ a 70% increase :n pionu:.-v j.rv
si.nce the eud of rbe strike - Cue aain,y
to the Loss of around 8,: i)0 jtrb...
Iroduci.ivrLy is now at dn averaT+ :: - -.

tons /nan,3ir 1f+,- aDd wa€ expected to
tonc by ,lbristnas. At tbe s
"sleeping Eiant" power station coai
Deep Navi8atioD, Taff l,tertbyr, l: ;ier, ::
Drift, PenaLlta, BLaenant, and Lacii :nosor

:or
one
Tbe
the

Both woren are pledSed to take up the
fight for equal status for caD.-een workerG
and to flghtiug for the reinstateEeDt oi
sacked ulners. The pogitj.on j.s a maior
breakthrougb for the 2,000 wonen in the
NU}{ wbo .feel (and quite riShtiy) they have
teen isDored by tbe ualon.

$k I
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LduqdaaqrEE
Iiowever, Tredegar worksbops are to c1o6e
.fter al]. The offer by BL to keep then
( pea wlth a reduced workforce was accepted
t/ oDIy 90 Den (tbe rest took reduDdancy).
I.C. then declded they woulci not be kept
c"eo Hlth only 90 willing to stay on.

Furi.her-uore, of tire L,323 nen oifered
t-. aDsfers in tbe wake of the closure of
C*n and llantgarw coilieri.es, i.ess than 200
I rve opted to trarsfer to other plts. This
h ts trot surprisiag given the Lure of high
r:dundaucy payBeDts and the generai
u JcertaiD.ty over the future of the
c ralf ield .

tU]( area President Des Dutfield hoped
t r retain Cwn as a developDeBt pit, based
c:r the Eassive reErves renainin! However,
i .s sole reliaDce on Ue1sh Labour !l P.s f,o

F,r€uade Peter [a].ker to keep open the pit
v, rs a).ways dooEed to fai.l.ure oniy strike
a,tion rrould have dote that.

lhe r'her nairr reasons tor 'ne fval'irD;
oaD Jpposrtiori to tur',Der --osures ano
hard,rne ulanaSerlenr r0ethods - dave now
been ,rnveoleDtiv tDrEotteD. :,ur iLr :he
oar, !iarrtgarw and ,,wr coilierles. lar,etaer
wlth Nanrgarw :oke oveDg a1. _:,f6el]
iesplte r:ors, according to ;,es .rrif :.elc
"tire Key reason fo the coailieid rction
ha5 beell soived"l

agf-r...lfJ]r
Gi.ven ihe large lacreases in produc .ivity
[entioDec above, its time that iner3
gaineo ihe oenefitE fron therr pits
beconi"ng profj.tabLe. Tbis year Euii see
the iIUU in gouth Vaies and rart ,oaily
fiSht f,:r a subs*"antial pay rlsE that
reflects these cbanges.

At present the hj.gh producttvl :.r is
paici lor by iners in the jor I oj
tncreaseo accidents and ranaE e.nen t
pressure - tbis nust be chaDged [a!t t.be
threat o; prtvatj.satron is a very rear ,lae

YlIRKSHIRE
a 'ertiEe BaD C.ailed Oil
TJe four noDtb long overtlne ban on coal
F oduction in Soutb liales was Da]led off in
errly Decenber. A del.egate conference
v ted stron8ly in favour of the [U}{ Area
E ecutive recoDletrdatioa that the baa
s ould be }lfted. The ban resulted in
7 ,,500 tons of ]ost output and d3.44
n.ll1oD in lost reveaue for BC,

The oDly real gaitr i{on by the ban was
t e t360 averaEe iD back pay (concedeC by
B natlonally) coveriDg the perlod between
X rverber 1985 and Septenber. 1986.
Ht;wever, even tbis EoDey was paid only
a ter the IUI leadere (except Scargiil)
a cepted that any future strike actioa of
o :J one week would no longer qualify for
c otrlbutlous to the petrsioD schene.

ibe -oai Board ;otrtinua-*"ra atta.6., rrr
Yorkshlre lhelr attenpts to over rurD
a8reements are beconlDg everyday lTictE
oDe of the lateEt exaDpjes at Goldt]. orpe
sbor{E what bypercrits our nanagers are

Beiore Christroas, as you r0ig-cr" iave
read in the YorkEhire [iner or -,ire ;Dal
lews if you were desperate, xlen iroo
Goldthorpe vrorked 10 days solidiy i-fu:!r
the clock to save a coal. face. They iac bii
a water pocket and bad to get throug.. ii
as quicirly as po6sj.b1e. The tsoard .rer-e
obviously pleased judgiDg by the writ, up
aDd pj.ctures in the Coal news..

P.T,C, -,--J r-)

****** ******

)roductivity 1s well. over 4 toDS/nalshift
sone of tbe higheet output fi.gures in

lritain.
The coaLfield now produces rnore coal

.ban 1t dld before the strike, with balf of
"he pits! Tbere are now 13 high tecb. face6
n operation (with rnore pianned) conpared

;o onl.y one beJore the Strike, The most
iranatlc chao6e has co[e at Oakdale, which
€ D.ow in profit after losing 67 nillion
ast year, altbough this bas cost over 100

.cbs.
The uining problerns at Tower seem to

11ve be€n overcone following t.he
:troductlon of a new high tech. face.

-rjowever tbe future of tbe linked ltardy
, olllery w111 only be secured after a vote
'.y the workforce following probl.ens wlth
1ne nain coalface. Six Be}ls coiliery in
( yrent bas Dow been fully ner6ed wlth
r aarby larin€, securing its iEEedlate
r''rture. Tbe fears expressed in tbe last
.;sue of Red {iner about further closures
l .ive tberefore oot be€n reaiised aE yet
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Durtng the deputles strlke soon after
ren rene uDable to work j,n tile 'pit and
rrsrs eltler glven work above grouad (L20
of t!e! ) or 'sent to otber plts. On tbe
Tteday tbe other plt6 XACODS DeEbers
rcfug€d'to tate extra EeD and they lost 4
da]r6 rort, The u6ua] ex Eratia payuent
81Ye! 1:1 auch clrcuDstaDc€s was not
fctlcorrlD6. In€tead tbe EaDageneDt offered
tbec t7 a day. Thls was refused aDd tbe
l€su€ Ha6 taI€D lnto procedure nith a new
ald .equally unacceptable offer following
fru raaageneBt of ,10

Otber plt6 wltb Derr in slDiLar
ctl1cnr!st!!c€6 are reported to have been
patd l€€s tban tbe u6ual anount but Dot
aarxbsre D.6ar a6 }lttle a6 tbat ofJered to
tle nea at Goldthorp€. 0bv1ou6ly all that
cla be srlreted 1f we do tbe Eala8eneDr a

&gg_g g }!ct lD the te€ti.
SACEB;A_EET.
tbt6e 16 6t11I Do rovem€Dt on BettiD8 any
Jobs bacf lr Yorks. Rossh8ton stlll have
at:, !!6 d..ard1tr6 rslD6tatenetrt. AlthouSb
lt seeas tbat Ecar8ll} and Heathfleld are
to dooate tbelr owu backpay to the sacked
EL€rE fuad atr €xanple that those on tbe
executlve wbo haven't done so would do weli
hdquot,

'rben lbe IUX 6ot
r:1ere, irey were coid -'bey cou,on'r neet
-uhe nen or. t ae .rretrises , so tbey oet !n
rhe club fheD lhe tslrcb Den 8ot Lo iaw
Xr-., -,aey Hqpq ialsrviewed oue by oDe ani
toiq a .ondj.tion oi their Settins a lcb at
Daw [1-- was to join tbe UDI{! -oca- 'lDl(
'oiii.la-s aiways deny this in ibe Press '

So :ae'/ jorned tbe UDl,t, ieft th€ oanaSers
of:ice anc. went anci signeo uP a8aln as liiJlt
nembers: -io nuca for "freedoE an.i
reI!o:ra. v tqe U i./l{ are ai.ways ier.lDB J5

35sg1! ii:e Locai UDI{ are aiso try!n8 to
persuane the -abour Party to recoSuise
taeE. ly t,lreateDlD8 to Stanu aD

:adepender.r. ijD -'pacLed cauctrdate .aaven't
we hear: th1-q soleuirere before? in :aiE
rtrar81aa.! area ]D the next GeDerai laect:oDl
Jl ccurse 1f ihe Labour Party bac ga': ked
ine stri.kers ProPeriy 1n tbe first piace'
rhe 'JDlrt wouldn't exist to cone uP with
thj.s patiretic blacknail. no deais wrt! rne
UDlil! Keep scab orgaioser€ out of tbe IUC

anci .abour Party.

rl ,ea

Covcntry Colllery Struck in suPPort
dsEa.ad to re- iDstale Crlve iiaE,

tn 1r letb€rs sacked in the

!iri"fl, announced 'PitEen di8 way to ioP trl

ioe pav iabre' and i9! a.Ll its readers '.c
oeiieva tirat Coventry was surroundeo by

pits fur. oi weil-paid triDers earorD8 6300

i weekI Vbat it realiy neant was that !n

one partlcuLar week, toP grade lace nen at
Daw l{1i- on iC0% bonus earnt abo-t' 

''JE0
!l il.ar :t doesn t ;ay is that many :-'rers
-"ake irone ies5 tiran 6100 a weef, ior
daagerous aDd unbealthy work e6 a In:ner

with nany years exPerjeDce trairirot :reh

entrants ro ine iob !rave11iD6 20- a'L'e' 
"'-

and :roE work dariy takes hooe i84 l;n't
:1 f,r.ne tbe divrsive bonu€ scbene aEe

under altack and was done aHay vriti Jhat

abo--- '.ire record breakiDE instaD':ei J:
accLdenrs, increaseci strain an'i sr'lkaess
and poor safety as less BiDers Produce
Dore coa-. Ihe dole queues 8et I'on8er ' Dore

oix peopie rlie of byPertherx0ia - and

eie.-'rl.,.liv Drices rise. For wbose cene:i'7

IGTSHIRE-
Oo loBday 1 Pov.er Erouan Pat

ol tbe
one of
stri.ke.

Although the DaBa8eEent bave beer tolo by

aa lndustrlal - tribunal to take b1n back'
they coDtlnue to refuse The strike was

succ6ful with oniy 50 I[en crossirrg
pleket )'1aa (ualnly surface workers) ' oui-of tbe 3 shlfts of 1200 workers U'liX

relbers Joln€d tbe plcket oDIy to see tbelr
brancb President scabl Tbere will' aow be

Eove6 to Eet rld of bin by unioD neEoers
dleguet€d by b16 actioD Power Group

Dlciets oD tbe Plcket told RED IIUEF oow

iholr uulon officlal6 had trled to sabola8e
the actioa bY 'looeia6' the ietter
lDtort{.8 th.r of tbe ProPosed baliot etc'
Tbsy tiated uP a fu6s aDd tbe letter
!F't€r1ou6ly re-aPP€ared. They inteDd to
coDtloue tle caaPalEl Ior re-lDstateDent
aBd waut to 5d€ tbe lDvolveDent ol tbe
Io&t atd tratloual UUI( 1n i.udustrlal action
oa tbes€ tJrP€6 of lssue.

Iluers transferrlDs fron Birch UoPPlce'

trrrvr clmed, to the notorlous UDIit

etronghold Daw f,lll, were 6l.veD a .t1:te 3l
tbe iay raDaSeDent tries to builti the
ecabby'bc6e6' ulloD at the exPense of tbe
IuI. IUI o{flclals frou Daw l(i11 arranged
r,lth Btrcb Copptce DaDaEemeDt to Eo aDd

a6€ r3D b€f 6e the !ov€.

I
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Super scabs ln the UDlt are PlaDning to
stand tbelr owD ! iDdepeDdent labour'
candidates a6alD€t Labour 1n the Dext
electlon. Thls could Po€e a serlous
threat to Labour, especially iD the key
seat of ]dansfleld wbere the Labour
raJortty ls, snall. By standing j.n such
Dar8i.na1 coastltueDcles the UDf threateD
to spl1t tbe Labour vote aDd Pave tbe
way for a Tory or SDP/Liberal Alllance
vi.ctory.

f,atters caG to a bead recentlY 1D

f,aasi1e1d where tbe sittlng Labour }tP,

Don Coacaaaou, 1s resj.8DiuS at the Dert
electlor. H16 Place as offlcial Labouf
caldldate ls to b€ taken by Alan l{eale,
who aupportG Scar8t11 aad is assoclated
rrlth the ieft wlag CaEpai8r Gr-oup of
ltPs.

Irleale's selectLoa has upset tbe UDI
who belleve that he ls 8oiu8 to be Iess
syupathetlc to thelr scabbln6 oPeratlons
than was Coacanuon' To sore exlent they
are probably -correct - lleale ls
unllkely to be so supPortj.ve. Ever
slDce the Great Strike Concannon has
beeu at the forefront of Eoves to 8et
the UDX treated on equal - aDd sbretlEes
superlor! - SrouDds to the trUI{.

Like Klnnock aad Vl111s he has
coDslsltently , overlooked tbe scabby
nature of tbe UDf,, preferrin6 to sPeak
of tle aeed to 'heal tbe wouDds' and re-
bulld 'unlty". Red I{ner readers wi}L
know that ne bave alnays argued for the
greatest unlty aDoDSst workers and for
the unlflcation of aIl Dlners 1n oDe

GtrolrE unj.on. Yet re hage always oade
clear tbat thls 'ualtyr should not be

unlty at aLl costs - H€ need unlty oD

the basls of f13htln6 toSether a8alnst
the bosses uruL uulty rlth traltors who

sell out aDd betray.

Thls 1s 6oretblD8 the Lqbour
leadership doD't uDder6tahd - or don't
waDt to uDderstand! I(lnnock,
lattersley, Colcaanon etc. have over the
last few uontbs beeu DaklDB repeated
overtures to tbe UDI{ to try aEd 6et theD

Stan Orre, Labour's chiel enerEy
spoEespersol, is travel]ing to the East
Iidlands coalf i.e1d on January 27I,h for
talks about 'healiug lae rift' betwee[
the Local Labour Party ald tbe UDI'I.

SoDe of these Eoves bY the Labour
Ieadership towards acceDtance of tbe UDI{

have b€eD success{u11y stoPPed by nUI
a.ad Labour Party nenbers. Yet a'l 1

atteEpts Eust be stoPPei. 1n the!r
trachs. Ve nust have II9. truck
wbatsoever with the scab-herders i'n tbe
UDIT.

As the eveDts in }{aDSfie]d are
showtn6, Lynk, Preudergast. aDd the otber
arcb scabs wi.lI stoP at DolbinB to
spread their Poison Tile lon8er tbey
are allowed to 8et away witb it the
stronEer they become. iiiat ls wby Red

lllaer bas coosisltenl l,v argued ever
slnce the foundinS of tbe UDI{ that ali
UDI rnenbers should be expeL).ed frou tbe
Labour Party and onry the UI{ be
recogDl6ed by the Par'"y and the TUC.

to re-joj.n the foIci. TheY bave
supported by otber Xott i Dshallsbire
sucb as Joe Asbtotr in BassetLaw
Frank Hayues 1n Ashf ie1d.

Labour PartY Eenbers nust
closely wlth tbe NUI{ to sEash tbe
Tbere i6 no tine to -o:e

t o to scabs in the Labour Party -
expel UDI{ DeEbers I

* no recosDition ot i,fe JDI{ - force
Labour leaders !o droD the scabsl

I no to scab uDionisn - s[ash the
UD}TI

t For a f18htln8 national uni.on -
full support to the SIJH!

been
}{Ps
aqd

AI1 those who ar8ue a8ainst tbe
expulslon of UDI( nenbers aeiP streDsben
the scab6. By Siving thea credibi.iity'
coDfideEce, and the oPPortuDity to
orSaDlse i{ith1n the officlal chaaDeis of
tbe Iabour Eovenenr -.:eir cancer
spreads. Like a cancer, r,o be stoPped
they t[ust be cut out and drscarded.

i ink
UDX.
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WHAT ]T H'IS GOST
fh€ refural of lhe lrsd€ unlona
lo mourt I d6ter6ld flgla
atarEr Murdoci haa 6DursAcd
lho otho. patn! boa-a ro alsp uPth6l' Oso olleta o.l loba sl@
196l SOGAT old NGA b.tveeD
th6E havc lort eoe I {1000 ,ob.lo t do.L O, at€€ ovor l2,0OO
have SorE u thc laat year. Apart
froo 5,5q) .a il6v. lDt6.naalo[al
fho otnaa osla crrt. h8ve tElu-
dea

2,000 redurdaEfer a8r€ed at
rhe Mlroa Group lart Docottrber
vheD lt vst already rldely
ktpyn ihat MufdoEh rat ebo.rt
t! lraorfer !o Wapplo&

l.EOo our of 3,t0O 4 rhe Tele
grapL lbls lrclude. 5OS of rhe
NCA coopoalto.3 aod El% of
ahe fouodry vorler& SOCAT
6rcl rE dlop ytll toae ,O0 out
of lr. prevloor rord of 55{L

2Fo0 r"b. troltr d lor.at of ?,ooo
al dlo trprers nere dg*d
.yay tn Ue Sp.ln&
4OO out of a e(rtforc€ o, l,5OO
have toE f roD $e Ftaaelal
Iloeq hElf of ltreD NGA
codrposltorr

200, 20 oI rbe @to! have
gon6 at rhc Cuardla!.

!

I
r APF INU

A YEAE O! 5I RU,r', i,!

On jaauary .4tn tre -iapping
have been i.r1 progress ior a year
strilers aaye rejecteo Jy bi8
Itlurdoch's conpeDsatlox oJ ferE.
and deterniDatioD to iyi:t renains

l,{eaDv{ht Le tbe TUr_ ass lat_aa;e
coDspicous by j.t's absence.
resolutioDs at rhe TUC very !11:.e
doDe to build Dass pickets and
sou.darity action, and aothirg
doDe to dea.I wi.tb Haursond.s
operation ia Uappla6.

Tbe fir6t yea, oi lbe siritre .aa. 3ee:r
the print union ]eaders iaj.lure to press Jlr
towards victory lnsteao titey hav€ adviqe:
caution and the wrnrtiDg of ,,!ubii;
oprDio!". dDd rbe dj.sastrousiy passivE
boycott canpaj.gn. Even worse, at a tloe
when the whole of F1eet Sire€t iaces
attacks on jobs, ao serj.ous steps have been
taken to get a natj.onal. print =irike.

i:; !ng lreacrlery OI iAe lii

str t.ke wi i,
. iwice r,he
;nalorlii.e::

Tbeir w l,l

has been
despir-e

;iag Ceen
ef fec t rve
aas ceelr
scabbitrg

-'a =i
-ea'fef :

: _,i_ i .6e

it"enPt:

:ire ral1.6 .no iiLe the -oelveE
:. Jm oeI J: ,at,tel!pr,S ::

n a rtrorE ui.li-."an, dLrer!r,oD
ireve anq ;oou1l1 Oe SupporIe,

t:flei ra[ri aoc llrE workers

.:a: : {D} C:. -a;ruari;
anrlversary of rhe Etrike,
:e :ae naxI.IEUtrl po -:5lb ie_Ditr ,Ile oeEoil5tra!la[ anc
ra:-. -:r;. -:L-- :rri-t :aerr tre-i: :
: - id.: :-: ::: ui; -.. : frwar: :-

t-ireaE :,ee,i.
aot:--.::-:'
h i. {r-

{

I
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BTOODYSUNDAY
MARCH+

On Sunday January 30lh L9?2 British
paratroop€rs shot dead. t4 utrarDed
Dationalist demonstraters in Derry, Tbese
ianocent people were denaDdlns civil
Iibertles, JobG and a future denj.ed then by
tbe l{ortberu Irlsh state. Their deDands
vrere auswered by. a hal} of Brltlsb arrny
bullets,

Every year since, coDmeDoratioD
uarches bave beea held ia Ireland atd in
Britaln. Th16 year's uarch in Brltain will
be beld in Shetfleld ol Saturday 31st
Jaauar1r,'

Every day slnce 'Bloody Sunday' the
Brltlsh arEy bas coatlnued a policy of
repre6€1on of the natlo[al16t connunity in
tbe Dortb with bouse-to-house searcbes,
plastlc buLlets, stri.p searches of woEen,
CS ga€ and a web of 'suPer8rass' lnforners'

British Troops Out Xow
The Britlsh PreseDoe iu Ireland has

always beea opposed by a uajority of Irlsb
people. Brltain's Partition of Ireland in
1921 was Brltain's way of preveutlnS the
p€ople of ireland froD decidins their own
future. Untl] Britalu 6oes tbis deEocratic
rl8ht reEa1lr6 denled '

That's wby the Bloody Sutrday uarch is
nore thar a coDlenoration of the
slau8hter. Ye ueed to use the [arch to
say - as loDB a6 Britain occuples IreIaDd
tbere w1l} alwayE be repression atrd
slau5hter of tbe nationa116ts. British
troops should Bet out now.

Our Comnnn Enemy
The BrItlEh labour lloveneat has .a

partlcular 4rty to support the narch.
Xlners kaow only too we]1 fron the strike
what British state repression Eeans. Tbe
pollce occupatlon of p1t villaSes, arbitrary
arrests r pollce brutallty and the r'e€t -
these are all tactlcs perfected by the
Brltlsh 6tate duriD8 its occupatio$ of
IreIaEd slnce L969. Bri.tish workers and
Irlah Datloaallsts have a comDon eDerly -
the British state.

Vhen Thatcher (nirEicked by KlnDock)
talks about "protectlDE the Datlonal
iDterest" she neaas protectinS the proflts
and prestle8e of ber class - Dot lrorkers'
lDterests. Ttre sarae Soes for forel8n
pollcy - what do Brltlsh workers'galu by
Brltlsh rulIng class repre6€1on 1n lreland?

By supportiDg the Bloody Sunday march
uloers w111 be saylag to the Datiotrallsts
lD Irelaad aDd to ottrer Britlsh workers
that we all bave a coEBoD cause - a defeat

+
for the British state in lreland wiu be a
victory for us a1]l

Red ldiner urges tbe Eaxleuu ettendaDce
of niners and their faEilies at thi6 vear,s
Bloody Sunciay Earch. Pass Lhls ro.lel
resolutioD at your [Utr( brancb:

1. This branch supports the Bioody SuDday
[arch oD Saturday 31st January in
Sheffield on the basis of:

- Troops Out Aow
- Sel.f DeterElDarion for the Irish

People as a wbole,

2. Thi.s branch thereiore
organise transport frou..,....
uarch.

a8rees to
to the

BLoody Sunday }{arch: AssenbJ.e l pu Caborn
Corner, Sheffield. Iarch to ralty at City
Ha1]. SaturrJa'r 31st Jaauary.

ttWb,
76
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SOUTH AFRICA

WORKERS' SANCTIONS

APARTHEID: _AGAII9!.

!"

l€ --jialrao ilgCU€;Slon J: a,-- i -:. .,.

'--A'- .:;.:E. en_e was -rr Sndr; -On:Id_-
:n. ", tay AGll oi the Ani: Apa: lrer
Y-,v.::en: J:.-'.' a:r tour r,r -IS ;:er. _.:. -.:

I ia='.,Ji, 1: -.ra{te unlori aaiiorr .in- :i
[ ]lii:. r€a,le.s !,iere horrif ied wher ..::
r : - ,: r_.:I. _t. '.:aaq un:i:.s wdS ::.--l -,oJ -e
..' ll,r .. illl;;: rtr ierra:i .i :i:: l!il
:::-j.t :: i _.r*

In fiovernber a Doncasier brari:o ol rn,. Ii i_r]f

Itatfj.eld l,lain iook a ieaci by ,]rgani.s]ng a
picket of the ioai iEporting '*irarf; a:
South Huuberside, Aithouf,h recDxnising tba:
this action was initia-Lr.y a Frotest ac -tion
it was to desi8ned :io danxoer aoEe t.oe i,eed
to actuaLly Etop these i{porrs

Dave Dougiass oI Hatflei r hail I'tU
expiaiDed the ail0 01 the a.iior, -.. a
Eeetin8 01 !h€ caupaign ior 1:-a,li Jnion
Sanctions a8ainst Sourir Alr r,;a held ,il
London on Sunday the -!rh ;aauary ,i !,{as
Dot a chauvinist actron agatnst I[iner:: Dt
alother ]ountry, :.1 was done irl rEsporr;E :E
a cali by the South Af:-ican Uati.orra.t Uni;;,
of lti.neworkers who wanted the uaxisun
pressure exerted against the aparlhetd
re8i.De aDd tbe South African l{ineowners.

The Apartbeid bosses coEl iuttirg
practices cause the deaths oi huncire,js oi
South A{rican ioiDers every year. it is tn
the interests of lliDers everywhere tc see
tbe downfail ol apartheid, tbe avaiiaolr:ry
of cheap apartbeld coa.L drlves aol/n ,/ia$e5

and condltions worLdwide.

Tbe iaupaiga for Trade Unrrn iancrions
held it's first conference in i/eceEbei ia
BirninShaxn. Delegates repr-esentlng 58
Labour ldoversetrt bodi.es resol',7ed tc ..r,ap up
the fiSht for reaiiy effect:ve a.tion in
the workplaces to boycotr good= ar,,l
servi.ces to and fron South Afrrci. They
elected a steerlD8 cor0nittee aDd agreeo .,c
publi€h a aewsletter which wi.li builo 1or
future boycott actions i.ncluding furtber
attempts to 6top coal,

j
{

,d

"J

. or-!'i;ra-r'1€! I ;rot a.. Ant: i i,ar te i.
r :l,.::r lade :.AE .4IE
: .- . - - -- _ ': -r tE ,r-toi- A: : _;i-
---.:. ..: ._.;- .c._i JL ihe _i -rer
: i+.:i ttrr, :l wo:irers :ar1ci --n-

- iere wer€
,aFEr lr_ -r:

-iesieri ield AAU caiie,tr ior i,be Eajor...
t: :;ra :aovenenr.r resources to be devotE
to winri.!ng trade unfon actio::, fecognlr:!i;_
taai 1t iE wtrrker-s a,:t1on thai lat rea:l
-itop a Dar t.netd trade.

-: -i,t: Jnitrnl".-i.f Ln ane -aapa:;: ta
.:.r-,- ..,r-,t. ,-a:-',:.Cn: a8a1:t:- .'Ju.-'. -I:
,r -,- :; !u1.!olng juture f,C:tcit: laalrra-, !:i

''. iL=iiar.' '.-:]E ::-=,l'rE i: :; ) iE ,; -- '

r:..-i l-- ;:ner. ;a;.i;,.i b'f :aq j;;:i -:ii,.:
livear..aeo;.

F, I CI.]ET
FjOl-,TH AFR I CAN El'lBASgY
TRAFALGAR $QUARE
LONDoN SAT. :lst. FEE
2pm-4prrr

for further details coutact
Brouwen Ealdyside
17 Porden Road
BrixtoD
LoDdoD SY2 554
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lAe -anpa!8D r-L rloF tne tnptr i .'i r, ,1n
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TREilGH WIIRI(ERS HIT BAGK

Fra!c€,6ThatcberiteSovernDeDtunderPrluel(iarsterL.hiracareprePariDstodooattte
ulth the Fr€DCb r[lDers. Tb€ir tntended ons].augbt is part and Parcei- of a :lassive rackage

of attack. oD the rreicU tortrn6 class 'uicn ile French raili''orkers are -eadin6

re5l6t:trce to.
Tbe EovorDDent intetrdc to slasb every sin8le job iD the [ortb FreDcb coalfie'ri and

coDceatrate all [ining in Lorraine' Ali nlaers over 45 wi]l be conpu]sorlly retlrr I The

rorktorce wlll be cut to 30'000'
BritlshDiner5oweahj'Storicdebttot.beFrenchninersfortheirsolidarj.tyinihe

greai strrfe. la tue treacl toiDers brace thensel.ves for struggle every Iodge nus; Pass

lotloD6 of suPPort and ilDedlate'Iy re-actlvate the oord3 oi soiiriar tiy 
, 
t},at rere forged

1n 1gg4-g5. cbirac nust not be aliowed to do ro rhe French Einer€ what Thatcher lrd ro

tbe Brltlsh coalfleld6.

ooo

pw?ed/tlvL%

L€t lt b€ a y,arnlD6 to al.} niners about who tbe executive are choosing to sPealt ior
thor tlat the XUI aeciaea to seld arch scab Jack Jones to tbe receDt AGI of the Anti
Aparth€r.d loveneot. xot only was he their deleSate but he wa6 sent to proPose a
r€olutlotr oD trade union attlon to boycott South Afrlcau Soods'
TEA} l}8 TEB N,l{ EXECUTIVE DOIXGII!!!

Thls lan sclbb€d all the way throuSh h1s own menbers strike. Tbe south African
vd.hrs are depeadant on workers alL over the worLd takiD8 boycottiD8 action. The miners
1! Brltaln bavi a vltal role to play to take actloD against tbe inPort of South Afi-:.can

csl aad other 6ood€.
AII IUI braache nust eead resolutj.ons to tle executive condeuninS their decision :o

6end Jack Jonee noreover tbls protest should be sent to the }eadershlP of the AAI{
yours

JaDe BrutoD
(Secretary of Leicester Trades Courcii
}{iBers Support Co[Dittee)



RUSSIAN REVOLUTTON
PART 5 ALL POWER TO THE SOVIETS !

concludinS part of the history oJ t-he Rul;sian Revolut t.-r,
The flrst tlrle in history tha*, .,be workr rrg :lass took corsp]'ere
po.Lltica] power froD rhe bos6e5 The :esson r- -rear.. .IT CAf, HAPPE}I AGAINI

Th 1s is the

General Korui.lov's deleat at the [arr,fs
of the PetroSrad worker6 opeDed tbe iinal
phase ot ttre Russian Revoiutron. The
workers were iD arns oDCp a8aill The rank5
of the Red Guards bad growrr draEati,caiiy
A new confldence was BlveD volce in
factory Eeetin8s throu8hout the capital
clty. Factory after factory replaced tbeir
llenstrevlk or Sociaiist Revol.ut ioDary
deleSates with tsolstrevj.ks. ResoiutioD aiter
resolutloD passe<l a! Dass oeettn6s Ln

early Septernber tooh up the Boishevik calL
for aI1 power to pass to tbe sovlets and
challeD8ed tbe .!ov rei ieadershrP's
colLaborati.on with the Keren=ky Sovernretrt.
Tbe workers ol ;D8ezipen r,olci th'ose
Ieaders

".,we suppose that the Korntiov rebellioD
has washad your sJeep,Y eyes c)ear and
anabled you to see tbe situation in its
trae light,

le d.eclare that you aave long spokea
for us, but Dot our vietrs, and ve dedan,T
that you begin to sPeak the language of
the prEletariat or else $e reserve for
our€eiv$ frdoa of aat-pD."

BolsheviksIt was the ErowiDg rdeDtillcatj.oD of tbe
[ct actlve workers with the Bolshevik
party that narked the Eost inPortant
chan8e lD the nood of tbe workiDg class.
Tireless a8ltatioD and. propagancia to
expose the treachery of the soviet
leddershlp bad initj.aLly faiien oE stoney
ground. It was now beglnning to bear fruit
By Octob€r Bolshevik Party nenbersbiP
Etood at 250,000 coupared to around 30'000
at the be6lunj.D8 of the year. The bulk of
it€ ueubers were workers who were
increasiDgly beiD6 cbosen to take ieading
posltions as soviet dele8ates, oD factory
coDElttees, 1n tbe Red Guards because tbey
bol proved thelr Polltlcs to their
wortrrmates.

Votes
3n ;eptenber lst. the Petrograd Sovret

passeo iis : irst distiatlvejy tsoi,;oevik
resoiutioa ,-ai.ing ior a EoverEmeDt oj tDe
revolutionary proietariat anci peasantry in
oppositron ihe [ensheviks cou].d only
nuster i5 votes out of a 1,000 delegate€ in
,;upPort o: tbe Provrsioaal Governroent ' lbe
l,loscow ;ovie'" passed a tsoisrevik
resoiut:.ol 4 days Iater. in -oca,
Boveru.meot e-ie,:tj.oIls in iloscow in rate
Septenber tbe Boisireviks received ii.? ol
rhe vote lbe other contender:. lor
proietarrar: teadershlp eitber whithered ano
deciined, as was the case ,r.*"h ibe
eDeheviks. or they were Srippec by sp,i.:s

and iEstabllity Tbe Soc:.a, i-= I
Revolutronary party split witb the reit
SR's supporting the caii 1o:' soviet Dower
agair.s-,: :trei: ex ieaders. Ihe bulk of ihe
Petro6rad SF. organisati-on backed the reli
reiiectrrrg lbe Eood ol Red Petro8rad.

Leaders
At tile hein oi the tsoLsbevik party was i
brill.iant array oi revoiutionary leader-,. it
was not oniy workers wilo were flockinS ro
tbe banner of Bolshevisrn. Ilore aod rnire
revolutionary niiltants who haci previot,siy
opposed Lenin joined t-he Party tbat wa3

Dow :oEtritled to the pro8ralnnE Ji
sociaLis+" revolution. ID late .ruiY ?rotsdi"S
.Loose iDter-district orEanisatioD tbe
[ezhraiontsi) fused wi.th tbe Boishevlks
i.nneasurably strengthening ti:e party's
Laedin8 cadre, The party leadersirtp was oy
Septenber staDdin8 at the bead ;f a na:s
party whose EiLitaDts were :5e
acknowted8ed Ieaders ::r Eost areai si
proietariat stru88le.

WORKERS HISTORY
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del4gates to lhe Coigreas ol Soflets tn Ru$)a ,n 191

Ihe days of the Provisiona- rovern$eDr,
were nunbered Uhrle KereDsky rrieo
desperately to shuljie the ;ack Di bi::=
coaLition it was increaslnEiy ob\Itous that
his governnent was beadlng I,lr destr,r,:tion
either at the hands or aounrer-revciution
or at the hands of tbe revolutronaii
worrers. trorD1.ov'f :eiea. 5lrrlrrrg t:le
i.nitiative to the worker'= ;L-r ,be Eff ori..:
Ol tbE bourg:eolsie :. ;rin,r tie worker:
down contrnued i'etr-ogra{l ;rnd }1o,:,:ow

plant-s down so as :a 5aa{ ?i Cempra,i;e
their workers in earl; ,,e:ernoer wr-.h iIlE
oack1n8 oi lhe uovern&err-, lliq -rr r,he riaue
sl ' atioDa. I-,eieDCe r,ran i I+;e tra.ti :o

dj.sperse its Eii:iant wo:-kforce. lhe
Putilov facr-oiy to.EE!tteE aiscovereo
nanaSeEent loadlng iatOeS oa;a oa:-ges icr
evacuatioD. The connlttee hac io iiaLt tbe
[oveEent oi the carges. ihe i.].itant
Farviainen factory was earmarkec lsr
evacuation to Yuzovka in '-,he Joutb
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Ihe lactory con[ittee s€n-!
to iDspect the new p -rr.-,
returned they reporreo lovrr.i

a deiegat ion
/iien rliey

:Dnial:1ii,E

"faund tbat fourteen tatai)r uititnig.hed
st-ructures h;ci oeeL pr eparea ror t.he
factorie€ and even -"he floars had not been
laid. LittLe houses were beln1 bu t ior
f,-6e vorters that ycu coulc puncture with
an iroa roci;'
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Eltber the bos5e.. woulq drscr8aai;e
pro<iuction to their owa Eadg :a crder ao
Eiarve the worker-,= rnio subnission or the
factory colnitteeE wouid have to take the
nai.ntenance of producrion drrectly irrta
their olrn bands.



'nlhe'B are trro extreae Hint6, and tl the
revoJutlonary partles vere to diaw back
froz Clvll Yar now, the right ving wou)d
alJ the €ane caffy out its attacL oD the
revoLutTon and al) its achTeveoents,
Mertioa by the parties. vould Dot avert
clviT var. It iould frerely unfold in aa
uagr8aalad torn, ia a baphazard and
scattar€d. E,raer and, one -Day as.gut e, to
the b*f lt of t{e pr'opertled c.lasses.
Civll Yar ls irpced oD us by the ecouo ic
sltuatian aad by 'the course o! our
htatory,"

The arned iDsuffectlon was plaDDed lrith
ul}ltary precisiotr to coiDcide rritb tbe
op€DiDg of tbe second all-Russian Con6res:=
of Soviets on October 2bth. The risiEg was
to nake,lt po6sible for that coDsress to
declare ltself to be tbe power i.a Russia
atrd elect a Boverollent re€ponslble to lt.
PlaDnlDS Has priDarily tbe respoasibility
of tbe Petro8rad Soviet's l{i}itary
RevolutioDary Conulttee whose ieadlls
bur€au tla6 prsidied over by Trotsky. At
lts ctlrand were the key oaval detachEeDts
and lafaatry re8hents 1n the vlclnlty ol
PEtro6rad.
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Durta8 Octoaer it stepped up ttre traiDiD8ard arllng of the rorkers Red Guards aIml1 aE hcreasj.tr8 recrultEent. It was
orga!16ed 1o battaLloqs rbicl wer€ ln turn
gd"'.€d bto coapanle€ aEd squadG of teD.The colraDdltrg staff Here elected. Tbe
Euards rec€lved. coEpensatiou for any lossof- pay fron tiielr factory coD-Eittees and
fuirctlm€d rylth strict uiiitary di€cipl1ne.

B€hlDd these ordered and drilled ranks
choEan to do the busiDess of topplj.Dg theProvleloual coe€ranent stood i' 

",oitlogcla66 that iad, in tbe Eaia, been won tJsupFrt for tb€ Bolsbevlk programne,
;

. oDly one factory in petro6raci seerls EoIave pa6sd a resoiutioD counter to rhe
lntco8loa ;f the Sovlets tating power,

mood lne
S.R. later described tbe nooci tn the
iactory eeetings wlth the words ,,our

6peecrres seened cioorned to us,, on Cctober
22ac! mas:, neeti.n8e were heid throughout
Petrograd as a "Day ol tbe Soviet,, 30,000
workei's pac.ired the Ceotral peopLe,s House
to hear tsoishevik orators expLaj.n tbei.r
cajl to take power The sane SR reportEd

"Tbe day ot the Soviet took place lr-iast a
tre.aendous upsurge of spirit. Tratsky so
electrif ied the crovd ttith bis spe*rt t-hat
thousaDds of hands r@e )r1 a s]lngj.e 

,autburst of enotion at .his .aj.l, swearing .

it -ta the aorta:. eni. '

A Einl-ar pattern was
roa6s workers meetin6s
breadth oi PetroErad.

being
the and

repeated
LenBtb

Durl.ng the early .norDiDg of October
25th tire Red Guards took the key bridges,
telegraphs and statione with next to no
resistance. By that niEbt the provisional
GoyerDEeDt was arrested ccrtreriDg in the
li inter Palace.

For tbe first tiEe in history state
povrer wa€ i.n the hands of tbe organised
revoltltionar-v workiD6 class. Ibe Sovlet
Con6ress enthusj.astically declared itselfto be the source of power and showed j.ts
conn-itunet to the goats that the worklng
people of Rus€ia had set theusel.ves , l
bread, peace and land, for al1 power to the
Soviets and for the coDstruction of a
socia.List order on a world scal.e,

Party
70 years ago the Bolsheviks led tbe

Rus6ian workers to power. [ucb r{as to
happ€n later to lsolate aDd eventualiy to
betray tbe revolution. Yet in reuernberia8
the epic battles of tb.e Russian workers of
1917 certaltr Lessons aad examples are as
relevant today as they were tben, Tle
lrorkitrE class showed that it can f,rEanise
ltself tD take power and overtbrqw
capitaLisE - its sovlets, factory
conmlttees and Red Guards sbowed +"nat. And
the Bolshevi.k Party of Leniq and Trotsky
showed that i.n order to wi.n tbar fioa]
victory the nost advauced workers nust be
organised in a party that can think f6r
aad lead the worktng cl.asE. iD reueob€ri.ng
tbe Russian RevolutioD roiners steeled inthe battles of the Great Strj.ke Bqst
reneuber that 1e6€on aad support Red l{iner
and Vorkers Power,s flght to 1ay iie
foundatloDS for Just such a revolutionar.y
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