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A lfer Conf from 41 R:ichards oto
Dea,r Coeades,

Sorne of you will notice in your conference rnaterlaL an lten relating to a
talk by A1 lttchardson about the Uook lJar and the Internatlonaln recently publlshed.
Unfortr:natelyr I am unable to attend. to dellver it.

when ry pa.rtlolptlon in thls conference was flret asked some weeks agorit vas
verbally a€leed over the telqrhoneo I was told then that the subJect woul-d be about
Unltett &ont aDd Popular trlront polltlcs in &1taln. Ett when nlnternationaln ma6azJ.ne
for S ept enber/Oc tober subsequently ca.me outrlt ha.d a long 1lst of spealcers with my name
not lnclutled. The saee was true in the advertlsement for thls conference ln trlricrkers pressn

asBuEeil thatras the book War and the Internationalr had corne out in the oeantlmerwhlch
ls sh8rply crltlcal of thle type of politlcs, that the lnvltation mad.e to me to speak to
you had quletly been ehelver1.

0n1y a fer.r days a6o I received another telephone ca11. Thj.s time I lraB toLal
that the subJect of nq; talk wae nov to be about the book ttlJar and the rnternationalt .By
thenrbecause I had recelved no vrltten conflrrati.onrl had mad.e other aeangenents for
Saturday nlght and SundairrlSth and 19th 0ctober. I tried to alter then, but failed. I have
st111 not recelve(l the conference oaterlaf that 1s In your hand.s vith oy naee upon itror
the eract tlloe or venub of the proposed talk. }ut even Lf I were able to attend., the sudd.en
qhange ln subJect nouLd make 1t illfflcult to do so.

iou have a0x3ng yollx speal<ers tuo who spent the iat. eiltleE and. early
seventleB attacklng those vho bell.eve that Soclallsts should work insld.e the labour party 

3

4nother rho supports breaklng up the structure of the labour party into interest groupe
along the Llnes of sex and colour t a.nother uho attacked lE^r:clst organisatlon. as

Etremts" but Ls now an eroployee of the bourgeors state I others who cor:nterpose
thcoselces to the worklng class partles of &rrope as the nGreen Movmertr; a.nother whose
part ln the lnetitutlons of 1ocal goveznroent leaves nuch to be d.eslred frop the polnt of
vl.ey of Ma.r:d sE.

Thls ls thus a conference to pmmote popul.r rtont polltlcs of the type so
ehar'p1'y crlticlsed in the books w'rltten by Sam Sornsteln and Eyself, an6 lemoves the gror.rrds
fo! any prlnclpled particlpation on Ey part. I regret therefore being unable to attend,
anA apologlse for any dlsappointaent that roay have arj.s en.

trYaterna11y,

1

A1 ltlchard.eon.


